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WELCOME TO OUR 2020 SELECTION

In 2020 Private Cellar will celebrate our 15th birthday. To many of our competitors a mere fifteen years is an 
irrelevance but to us it is an exciting achievement and something which makes us proud. Proud of our team, 
proud of our growers, and proud that our customers continue to remain so steadfastly loyal to us.

We live in interesting times. Our business does extensive trade in Great Britain, the Gulf and Asia, and much 
of what we sell is sourced in Europe; the perfect cocktail for sleepless nights you might think but the truth is 
that we all sleep well. We have chosen this industry because we love wine and all that goes with it. We are 
lucky that every day’s work involves talking about and drinking a product that to some is a humble drink, to 
others a noble glass but to all a fascinating and delicious liquid around which stories are told and friendships 
grow.

Irrespective of global economic and political challenges, our day to day job will go on as we continue to hunt 
down fabulous, interesting affordable wines that will bring a smile to their drinkers’ faces.

A big thank you to our growers and customers for believing in us and we look forward to sharing some great 
bottles with you during our 15th year and beyond.

Andrew Gordon
November 2019

Visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for our full terms and conditions

INTRODUCTION

= Organically produced wines

= Private Cellar is a Key UK Agent for these properties

Symbols used throughout the list:
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR MASTER OF WINE

During the lifespan of every list we come across so many interesting, curiosity-inducing wines that it becomes 
a real challenge to decide which should make the cut for the next edition. Sometimes the decision is easy 
– too expensive, too esoteric – but at other times, it is so much harder. When does ‘refreshingly different’ 
become ‘too esoteric’? What is the break point for a particular style of wine? And all along, our aim is to offer 
you, the drinker, wines which must first and foremost give extreme pleasure, regardless of where they are 
from. It is always good to offer something novel to expand horizons, so long as the temptation to innovate is 
balanced by comforting familiarity. 

On my rather broad travels, principally across Europe, I taste a huge variety of delicious wines which are 
typical of their particular zone and I am frequently brought down to earth by the team who remind me that it 
is just a little nerdy to list several wines from the same grape from neighbouring villages, no matter how valid 
the distinctions may be. Thus, this year we are introducing just one Picpoul de Pinet, not the three which we 
liked on tasting, and whilst I shall mourn the other two, the team are revelling in the singularity of the one.

Many of our new additions this year reflect an ever-increasing interest in indigenous rather than international 
grape varieties, demonstrating perfectly why they were planted there in the first place, and this has to be a 
good thing. Rather than flattening the tasting experience, it opens the door to so many different styles, tastes 
and textures, in just the same way as food can do. If you would like to try some of our more unusual wines 
without committing to a whole case of them, do ask us to put a mixed case together for you, or alternatively 
come along to one of our tastings held in London and across various counties throughout the year.

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW
November 2019

The notes in this list are written by our Master of Wine
and Buying Director, Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW

INTRODUCTION
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www.privatecellar.co.uk
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W: www.privatecellar.co.uk | Twitter: @privatecellar
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CONTACT US
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In a country as large as France, the effect of the Atlantic on the western 
vineyards should not be underestimated. Whilst Burgundy and the Rhône 
luxuriate in a continental climate with essentially hot, dry summers and 
harder, cold winters, the western seaboard has a temperate, maritime 
climate, with lashings of rain and squally showers across the seasons 
and overall lower temperatures. As a result, the wines from this part of 
France, from Brittany down to the Spanish border and beyond, have a 
verve and freshness, giving lively, layered wines full of individuality. 

The River Loire is the longest in France, starting as it does in the 
Massif Central and therefore running through both the continental and 
maritime zones; as a result, the grape varieties grown along its length 
vary according to both soil and climate. Our list reads a bit like a whistle 
stop tour of the river, starting in the middle and finishing on the coast; 
Sancerre and Pouilly Fumé, in the rather prosaically named Central 
Vineyards, are the spiritual home to Sauvignon Blanc, whilst to the west 
Chenin Blanc comes into its own, both as a dry table wine and a sweet, 
late harvest dessert wine along the banks of the river. Further west 
again lie the expansive vineyards of the Pays Nantais, home to Melon de 
Bourgogne, aka Muscadet, and our long term favourite, Sauvignon Les 
Rafelières.

Further south, behind the pine trees of the sandy Landes, we find the 
Côtes de Gascogne, a hunting ground for many an under-rated wine and 
home to Domaine de Laguille. Here the main white grapes grown are 
Ugni Blanc and Colombard, whilst the reds favour Merlot and Cabernet 
Sauvignon, producing soft, juicy, easily accessible wines – simple pleasures.

THE LOIRE & THE SOUTH WEST
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THE LOIRE & THE SOUTH WEST – WHITE
 
Domaine de Laguille Ugni Blanc / Colombard  2017   6 per case £9.25 £55.50
Côtes de Gascogne   

Right in the heart of Armagnac country, Domaine de Laguille’s main focus was, for many years, 
their Armagnacs and Flocs, not light table wines. As trends have moved towards lighter alcohol 
and fresher drinks, Guy and Collette Vignoli have risen to the challenge and now make a range 
of pure, fresh, easy-going wines. Their Ugni Blanc / Colombard blend is racy and vibrant with 
citrus notes, incredibly refreshing and with remarkably low alcohol to boot.

Les Rafelières Sauvignon Blanc, IGP Val de Loire  2018   6 per case £9.96 £59.76

Fifteen years on, and we still cannot express just how brilliant this best-selling wine is. 
Winemaker Pierre Sauvion manages to counterbalance the intensity of Loire Sauvignon with 
the exuberance of New World versions, resulting in a wine which is juicy and fresh, light and 
racy, with a clear sense of place. May it never change!

Muscadet Fildefer, Sauvion  2018 12 per case £10.25 £123.00

The Château de Cléray is one of the most respected producers in Muscadet’s Sèvre et Maine 
heartland; they have had a tough time over the past few years, both from the point of view 
of the market and, more importantly, terrible weather – frost, hail and then frost again. That 
notwithstanding, Pierre Sauvion’s Fildefer Muscadet remains a real star – fresh, racy, vibrant, it 
demands to be paired with some succulent shellfish.

THE LOIRE & THE SOUTH WEST

= Private Cellar is a Key UK Agent for these properties

11.5%

12%

12%
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Sancerre Les Celliers Saint-Romble Halves 2018 24 per case £9.75 £234.00
André Dezat et Fils Bottles  12 per case £18.95 £227.40
 Magnums    3 per case £41.85 £125.55

After two shocking vintages in terms of weather damage, the Loire was due a good one and 
2018 is a corker, a ‘once in a lifetime’ vintage, according to many growers, and the Dezat 
brothers have made the most of it. Their 2018 Sancerre is pure and racy, plump yet leafily fresh 
with delicious sub-tropical notes; a true pedigree of a wine.

Pouilly Fumé Domaine Thibault Bottles 2018 12 per case £18.95 £227.40
André Dezat et Fils Magnums    3 per case £41.85 £125.55

Another offering from the spectacular 2018 vintage, Domaine Thibault underlines all the 
differences between Sancerre and Pouilly Fumé, with an almost exaggerated minerality behind 
the vibrant Sauvignon fruit; hints of blackcurrant leaf and white stone fruit give it plumpness, 
overlaid with lovely racy acidity. A beautifully complex wine.

THE SOUTH WEST – RED

Domaine de Laguille Merlot, Côtes de Gascogne  2017 6 per case £9.25 £55.50

Sporting the soubriquet ‘Rouge de Plaisir’, Domaine de Laguille’s Merlot sets its stall out from 
the beginning and is a firm favourite on the Private Cellar list. This is all about pleasure with 
pure, unadulterated fruit, juicy and fresh, with a low tannin count and remarkably low alcohol 
for these days, this is proper quaffing wine, thirst quenching and palate pleasing in the extreme.

THE LOIRE & THE SOUTH WEST

13%

12.5%

12%

Please also take a look at our constantly updated

Fine Wine List at www.privatecellar.co.uk



Vinously, the southern regions of France have more in common with 
their hotter, more southerly neighbours than they do with other French 
regions. Where the west coast has rolling hills and broad, green plains, 
the south of France is punctuated by sheer granite outcrops – think of 
the Tour de France images of the infamous Mont Ventoux, barren and 
unrelenting – and scrubby garrigue landscapes punctuated by wild thyme 
and rosemary, not to mention more than a few wild boar. The grape 
varieties range from the international – Chardonnay, Cabernet – to the 
very local, often shared with Spain and Italy but under different names 
– Picpoul, Carignan, Grenache, Rolle.  As a sweeping generalisation, 
the wines tend to be fuller bodied, richer and more intense, with many 
reds and whites benefiting from some time in barrel, and many able to 
compete in terms of complexity with the better reputed classical regions.

In the early 2000s France launched a new system of certification 
to reward farmers who were neither organic nor biodynamic yet 
were taking huge strides to protect and enhance their environment 
and biodiversity; in recent years, several of our growers have finally 
reached the third, and top, level of HVE certification – Haute Valeur 
Environnementale – which looks at all aspects of their estate, from the 
beehives to enhance their insect population and managing the hedgerows 
and spinneys to encourage wildlife, to what they do with the waste water 
from the winery. Château Beauchene was awarded HVE at the end of 
2018 and we are extremely proud of their success – there is no doubt 
that the additional focus on the land and vines has been reflected in the 
wines, which improve year on year. 

New to the list this year is a pair of wines from the Languedoc, first 
blended by my fellow Master of Wine, Mark Savage, some 25 years ago; 
his intention was to make an upmarket house wine which could be drunk 
happily at all times, without the intention ‘to blow one’s socks off but 
rather to be polite and discreet’ as he put it. Sums them up perfectly!

THE RHÔNE & THE SOUTH OF FRANCE



PRIVATE
CELLAR www.privatecellar.co.uk

10
  £ per bottle £ per case
  inc VAT inc VAT

  ABV %THE RHÔNE & THE SOUTH OF FRANCE – WHITE

Sagesse Blanc, Vin de Pays d’Oc  2018 12 per case £9.95 £119.40

The Sagesse wines are all about consistency of style which means that their grape blend varies 
from year to year in order to hit the harmonious, discreet ‘house white’ note. The 2018 
contains a majority of Chardonnay for the first time, with Roussanne and Petit Manseng thrown 
in for good measure. Deliciously floral – lime blossom – and with citrus notes too, this is racy 
and fresh, the perfect aperitif.

Chardonnay, Domaine de Montmarin, Vin de Pays d’Oc  2018 12 per case £10.25 £123.00

You will find Domaine de Montmarin in the far south of France, halfway between Béziers and 
Pézenas, just inland from the Etang de Thau. In the same hands for some five centuries, it is 
impossible not to contemplate what history has been seen by these fields, but what is sure is 
that grapes have been cultivated here since Roman times. Their Chardonnay is all bright fresh 
white fruits, rich with a distant lick of butteriness and a lovely lemony tang on the end.

Picpoul de Pinet Les Vignerons de Florensac  2018 12 per case £11.50 £138.00
AC Languedoc

We have been resisting the Picpoul call but finally gave in this year, when we found no less 
than three which ticked all our boxes; for simplicity, we are starting with just one. Picpoul, aka 
Folle Blanche from the Loire, gets its name from its bracing acidity (lip-stinger, literally), which 
is why for many years it was consigned to vermouth production; more recently, growers like 
the Vignerons de Florensac have taken advantage of its vibrant acidity to make a deliciously 
refreshing, characterful wine with lovely leafy citrus fruit, juicy and hugely satisfying.

12.5%

13.5%

12.5%

THE RHÔNE & THE SOUTH OF FRANCE

NEW

NEW

= Private Cellar is a Key UK Agent for these properties
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THE RHÔNE & THE SOUTH OF FRANCE – RED

Merlot / Cabernet Sauvignon Domaine de Bertier  2016 12 per case £9.25 £111.00
Vin de Pays des Côtes de Thongue

A long-term favourite of the whole Private Cellar team, Bertier’s Merlot Cabernet blend has 
always packed a punch with oodles of warm, juicy, southern infused fruit; straightforward, no 
complications, no oak, just pure and succulent, delicious with pretty much anything, anywhere, 
anytime.

Sagesse Rouge, Vin de Pays d’Oc  2018 12 per case £9.85 £118.20

The secret to the Sagesse Rouge, regardless of what grapes go into the final wine, is a minimum 
of 10% Petit Verdot, giving colour and flavour without adding alcohol. The rest of the blend in 
2018 is a majority of Merlot with Cabernet Franc for freshness and interest. Filled with bright 
red and black fruits, brambly and fresh, with a good bite of tannin, this sits right in the middle of 
our Merlot spectrum, between the lighter Laguille and the plumper Domaine de Bertier.

Le Pavillon du Château Beauchêne Bottles 2017 12 per case £10.95 £131.40
Côtes du Rhône Magnums  6 per case £21.90 £131.40

Looking back on previous years’ notes for Pavillon du Beauchêne, it is hard not to repeat 
ourselves. It really does get better every year, adding a little more complexity and layers of 
flavour whilst never forgetting its roots as exemplary Côtes du Rhône. Delicious red and black 
fruits, tarry with a lovely hint of thyme at the end and, for the first time, available in magnums 
too.

Château Beauchêne Premier Terroir, Côtes du Rhône  2016 12 per case £14.70 £176.40

We have yet to come across a wine to rival the Premier Terroir from Château Beauchêne. Made 
from vines aged between 30 and 100 years old and grown on land covered with the famous 
Châteauneuf galets – flat, round stones – this Grenache-dominated wine is something else again. 
Dense, intense, tarry and smoky, this will drink well in the next few years but will also last, given 
half a chance, for a good five years or more.

12.5%

13%

13%

14.5%

THE RHÔNE & THE SOUTH OF FRANCE

NEW
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Château Trillol, Corbières  2014 6 per case £16.25 £97.50

The rules of Corbières insist that it has to be a blend of specified grapes, with a maximum of 
80% of any one grape. The Sichel family, owners of Château Trillol and no strangers to blending, 
use a mix of Grenache, Syrah and Carignan, all of which revel in their higher altitude situation, 
ripening fully without running to fat, giving a wine full of expression, depth and minerality. This is 
a wine which demonstrates amply why Corbières is the top appellation of the Languedoc.

Châteauneuf du Pape, Vignobles de la Serrière  2014 12 per case £24.75 £297.00
Château Beauchêne

After several very hot years, 2014 was a touch cooler, allowing the vines to ripen their fruit 
just a little more slowly and, more importantly, keep an extra touch of freshness. Beauchêne’s 
Serrière is beginning to drink really well, with notes of tar and roses, spiced and substantial, a 
perfect winter warmer and one which will carry on improving for a few more years to come.

13.5%

13.5%

THE RHÔNE & THE SOUTH OF FRANCE

Delivery

Delivery is free of charge for 24 bottles or more in mainland England and Wales.
All other deliveries in this area are charged at £15 including VAT.

For deliveries outside mainland England and Wales, please telephone us on 01353 721 999 for a quotation. 
Please note that additional delivery charges may apply to deliveries to Scotland, the Highlands and Islands. 

Please ask for a quotation when placing your order. 

Visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for our full terms and conditions
E&OE

= Private Cellar is a Key UK Agent for these properties



The seemingly unstoppable rosé bandwagon rolls on and, even though 
logic says it should start to slow down, last year saw a spectacular 33% 
increase in rosé sales – wow, that’s a figure any wine style would like to 
replicate! As if to reinforce the point, we have completely sold out of 
both of our Var wines, Château Sainte Croix and Château Le Saint André 
de Figuière, bar a few larger formats but both will return for our popular 
en primeur offer in February.

Having expanded our rosé selection considerably over the past few 
years, we can now focus on the wines we know and love, despite trying 
numerous eligible suitors. Our range of still rosés is effectively focused 
on the south of France, in and around Provence, with Clos Cantenac’s 
l’Exuberance the sole representative from Bordeaux. It is extraordinary 
how different each of the wines are, with the all-important colour varying 
from incredibly pale right through to relatively deep pink. However, the 
most important criteria for us is, of course, the taste – a rosé which 
has little flavour just doesn’t make sense, and all of our wines have that 
wonderful red fruit expression which keeps us coming back for more.

Sparkling rosé has also seen a similar growth in popularity, again 
prioritising the premium end of the market – and this doesn’t necessarily 
mean Champagne. Our new arrival is the stunning sparkler from Sussex 
grower Ambriel; the success of Ambriel’s and South African Aristea’s 
Pinot-based rosés, made in the traditional style, show that they are 
worthy competitors for both Chauvet’s and Legras’ pinks – they are so 
different that there is more than enough room for them all. 

Finally, after a bit of wrangling, we managed to snaffle the very last parcel 
of Château de Sours’ luscious sparkling, made under Martin Krajewski’s 
watchful eye. Although it is the exact same brew, the label has changed 
to reflect the change of ownership – snap it up whilst you can as it really 
won’t ever be seen again. The hunt is on for a suitable replacement.

ROSÉ
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Rosé Charmeur, Château Sainte Croix   2018 12 per case £13.60 £163.20
AOP Provence

The Château Sainte Croix holdings stretch across both the Provence and Var appellations, and 
their Provence labelled Charmeur has more Grenache in the blend, along with a judicious mix 
of Syrah and Cinsault. Pale rose pink with a supple, rounded red berry palate, this is creamy and 
rich whilst retaining a deliciously leafy freshness.

GrandRosé, AOP Provence Bottles 2018 6 per case £18.50 £111.00
(Pierrefeu) Magnums  3 per case £41.00 £123.00

If the Coteaux de Provence were to introduce crus in the Burgundian style, Pierrefeu is 
universally acknowledged as the most likely candidate for the first one, with its limestone and 
schist soils giving wonderful intensity to the wines. Organically grown, GrandRosé is rich and 
deep with loads of juicy fruit which makes it perfect on its own and an excellent match for food, 
which few rosés can claim.

Château Mira Luna Rosé Bottles 2018 6 per case £19.95 £119.70
Coteaux Varois Provence Magnums  3 per case £42.85 £128.55

We had our first micro allocation of this last year, but it was gone in a flash; this year, we 
managed to increase our lead and hold on to some for the list. Tom Bove kept an entire 
valley from the Miraval estate when he sold it to Brangelina, including what he feels is the best 
vineyard with particularly forbidding soils resulting in a deliciously bright and fresh wine, rich 
without being fat, with layers of red berry fruit and bright acidity. Superb.

L’Exuberance Rosé du Clos Cantenac Bottles 2018 6 per case £19.95 £119.70
Bordeaux Magnums  3 per case £39.90 £119.70

Most rosé is fermented in stainless steel to retain freshness and zip, but at Clos Cantenac the 
Merlot has an extra degree of intensity which means it benefits from some judicious barrel 
treatment, a fraction of which is new. Rich, creamy, intense and structured, this is more than just 
any rosé, this is a serious wine in its own right.

STILL ROSÉ

13%

12.5%

13.5%

13%

NEW
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SPARKLING ROSÉ & ROSÉ CHAMPAGNE

Réserve de Sours Sparkling Rosé, Bordeaux  NV 6 per case £16.65 £99.90

Although technically a non-vintage blend, the Réserve de Sours comes predominantly from one 
vintage, in this case the 2016, the last under Martin Krajewski’s watchful eye after the estate 
was sold. The label no longer bears the Krajewski coat of arms, but otherwise the wine is 
everything we have always loved, and it has not been made since. Juicy, vibrant red berry fruit, 
with more than a hint of raspberries, succulent with fresh acidity, this is a palate cleanser par 
excellence.

Ambriel Rosé, West Sussex  2014 6 per case £27.50 £165.00

Ambriel’s Rosé, like its Classic Cuvée, is normally a non-vintage wine but the 2014 was so 
successful that Wendy and Charles Outhwaite decided to declare it a vintage instead. Made 
from 100% Pinot Noir, the fruit is left in contact with the skins to achieve a vibrant pale pink 
(no blending of red and white wines here) with delicious depth of fruit, racy and fresh with hints 
of wild strawberries and early season raspberries and cream. Yum!

Aristea Méthode Cap Classique Rosé Bottles 2016 6 per case £27.70 £166.20
Stellenbosch Magnums  3 per case £55.40 £166.20

At last year’s Aristea launch, the Rosé Méthode Cap Classique stole the show. A blend of Pinot 
Noir and Chardonnay, made in the traditional way and with a good couple of years’ bottle 
ageing, it combines the class and flare of Champagne with freshness and difference from South 
Africa; rich, intense, with deliciously biscuity notes, floral and supple, this is a real triumph.

Champagne Rosé, Henri Chauvet  NV 6 per case £31.00 £186.00

Rosé Champagne can be made either by blending wines from red and white grapes, the only 
place in Europe this is allowed, or by skin contact, which is the preferred method for Damien 
Chauvet, who also uses only black grapes here. The colour is an invitingly vibrant ruby pink, 
with a delicious palate of red berry fruit, fruits de forêt, warmingly rich yet bone dry at the same 
time. Truly luxurious.

12%

11%

12.5%

12%

NEW

SPARKLING ROSÉ & ROSÉ CHAMPAGNE
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Champagne Rosé, Legras & Haas  NV 6 per case £34.00 £204.00

From a blend of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, Legras & Haas’s Rosé is all about elegance and 
poise; delicate pale pink, with a creamy, strawberry infused nose, the linear Chardonnay tempers 
the more effusive Pinot notes, giving a truly rounded whole. Not to be missed.

SPARKLING ROSÉ & ROSÉ CHAMPAGNE

Our Fine Wine List

The Private Cellar Fine Wine List is a well-established feature in our overall offering and you can view the 
regularly updated list on-line at www.privatecellar.co.uk or ask us to e-mail it to you every month. This list is 
still requested most often and used as a source by the international trade but the price to them is the same 

to you, reflecting the market/trade price. 

With our combined history in the fine wine arena, working for the top UK merchants, we have had the 
privilege of helping many hundreds of wine lovers to build their collections. As customers’ drinking tastes 
and habits change, they often find themselves with surplus wine or wanting to create a different balance 
of styles and our Fine Wine List provides the ideal vehicle for marketing and selling this stock. In most 

instances, having sold the wines in the first place and knowing the exact whereabouts and the conditions of 
their storage in the intervening years, we can offer a cast-iron guarantee of provenance.

One customer’s idea of Fine Wine is another person’s everyday wine so our list comprises a wide range of 
prices and styles, with the aim of there being something for everyone.

Visit our website at www.privatecellar.co.uk and click on the Fine Wines tab to see our current selection 
of mature vintages from all over the world. This is a great hunting ground for the famous names and most 

sought after vintages.

12.5%



It was music to our ears to read a Nielsen Report in August 2019 
confirming what we had long believed and, indeed, practised: that interest 
in cheap Champagne, Prosecco, Crémant et al is fast waning in favour of 
independent growers who focus on quality rather than profit margins. 
Hallelujah! We have always favoured smaller growers over big brands, 
preferring the personal contact and knowing that everything they do is 
aimed solely at improving the quality of their wines, and it is exciting to 
see their dedication recognised more widely. This year’s list of sparkling 
wines, from Champagne and elsewhere, remains wonderfully static – 
wonderfully so because we love working with all of them and they have a 
great following with you, the customer – the perfect situation. 

Sparkling wines from both the UK and South Africa are being incredibly 
well received – finally it appears that although the origin does matter 
when making a choice, far more important is the quality of the wine 
under the label. Ambriel’s Sussex-born fizz is definitely worth a detour 
– both literally and metaphorically – as the wines are coming more into 
their own as the vines gain in age.

Many non-Champagne regions tend to release their sparkling wines too 
soon – mostly due to financial pressure, as it is expensive keeping a wine 
for five years after harvest – but there is no doubt that those who can 
afford to release their wines with a bit more bottle age reap the benefits. 
When we first tasted the prototype sparklers from Aristea they were 
still youthful; they were held back for another year with transformative 
results and we can’t recommend them highly enough.

At a more humble level, our two fizzes from Italy are from the school 
of instant gratification – Altemura’s sparkling Falanghina is one of life’s 
simple pleasures, easy going and fresh, very much an everyday fizz, whilst 
Ca’ Bolani’s Prosecco shows that the area isn’t a one-trick pony and can 
produce wines with depth and style. 

CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING WINE
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Saliente Falanghina Spumante Brut, Masseria Altemura  NV 6 per case £11.95 £71.70

Sparkling Falanghina has long been big in Italy but it was virtually unheard of until a couple of 
years ago elsewhere. With a naturally good level of acidity and lovely juicy fruit, it is a shoo-in 
to make luscious fizz. Fresh, with a hint of white pear, lightly floral, this is incredibly moreish.

Prosecco Ca’ Bolani  Bottles NV 6 per case £14.50 £87.00
 Magnums  6 per case £29.00 £174.00

Although the vineyards are owned by Zonin, the biggest Prosecco producer, the Ca’ Bolani 
estate remains independent within the organisation, with its own winemaker and cellars in 
Aquileia, Friuli, producing still wines as well as Prosecco. Fresh and vibrant with a delicious bite 
of white fruits, bone dry with a lovely zip of flowers behind. Perfect Prosecco.

Crémant de Bourgogne Brut P100 Blanc de Noir  NV 12 per case £18.85 £226.20
Simonnet Febvre

As Champagne has increased in price, more and more people are looking over the boundary 
towards neighbouring Chablis which has similar soils and climate, offering fantastic value for 
money. Simonnet Febvre’s P100, made from 100% Pinot Noir, in the traditional method, is a real 
chip off the old block, with gorgeous toasty, biscuity fruit, lemony fresh and truly delicious.

Aristea Méthode Cap Classique Blanc Bottles 2015 6 per case £27.70 £166.20
Western Cape Magnums  3 per case £55.40 £166.20

Winemaker Matthew Krone’s family have a long and illustrious history in sparkling wine 
production in South Africa, and the heritage shows. A blend of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, 
made by the traditional method – the only permitted method for MCC – the wine spends a 
minimum of three years on its lees prior to release; rich and biscuity, yet fresh and vibrant at 
the same time, this is a supremely elegant wine.

11.5%
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Ambriel Classic Cuvée, West Sussex, England  NV 6 per case £28.95 £173.70

Owners Wendy and Charles Outhwaite leave no stone unturned in their pursuit of excellence; 
they practise a ferocious green harvest every year to curtail the youthful vigour of the vines 
and to concentrate the flavours in the remaining fruit – and it certainly seems to work. Their 
Classic Cuvée is Chardonnay-rich with lovely notes of white stone fruits, underscored by 
brioche and toasty grilled tones, going to a fresh, pure finish.

Ambriel Blanc de Blancs, West Sussex, England  2010 6 per case £36.00 £216.00

Ambriel’s first ever harvest was in 2010, so the launch of their Blanc de Blancs from the same 
vintage was eagerly awaited, all the more so as it took some time for the wine to reach its 
release point. The delay in launching was vindicated with a Decanter Gold Medal in 2018, no 
mean feat, and well deserved. Intense, citrusy with lovely toasty notes, this has a depth and 
length which would put many a vintage Champagne to shame. 

CHAMPAGNE

Champagne Brut Blanc de Noirs Halves   NV 6 per case £16.50 £99.00
Henri Chauvet Bottles  6 per case £28.50 £171.00

In Champagne, the best vineyard sites are rated as 100% (aka Grand Cru), 99-90% (Premier 
Cru), or below (no designation); the holy grail is, of course, to be in a Grand Cru village, which 
is precisely where Champagne Henri Chauvet are to be found, on the southwestern side of 
Reims in the village of Rilly-la-Montagne. Their Blanc de Noirs is from a blend of Pinots Noir 
and Meunier, with a lovely depth of pure golden fruit, rich and intense, with a long, grilled finish.

Champagne Brut Réserve Bottles NV 6 per case £30.00 £180.00
Henri Chauvet Magnums  3 per case £60.00 £180.00

In contrast to their Blanc de Noirs, Chauvet’s Reserve contains some Chardonnay to add an 
extra dimension, and the wine is left longer on the lees prior to disgorging. The result is a 
serious, rich wine with notes of brioche and baked apple, creamy yet linear, deliciously layered 
and perfect both as an aperitif or with food.

12%
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Champagne Brut Nature  NV 6 per case £30.00 £180.00
Henri Chauvet

When we discovered that Damien Chauvet makes a wine with no dosage, absolutely bone dry, 
we had to try it; so often the dosage is used to cover up tart, green acidity and, knowing that his 
wines are always toasty and ripe, we reckoned that his Brut Nature would be a more accessible 
beast – and we were right. Made from 90% Pinot Noir and 10% Pinot Meunier, it has an alluring 
pink hint to the colour, a nose of white stone fruit and on the palate is all zing, with fresh, racy 
citrus notes to get the juices flowing – and it acquitted itself so well with smoked salmon that 
this is our new go-to aperitif.

Champagne Intuition, Legras & Haas Halves NV 12 per case £18.75 £225.00
 Bottles  6 per case £32.00 £192.00

Until late in 2018, this cuvee was known as Tradition but Jérôme Legras wanted to get away 
from a name which is widely used and chose to call the blend Intuition instead; nothing else 
about the wine has changed. Dominated by their Grand Cru Chardonnay and ably assisted by 
Pinots Noir and Meunier, the wine is racy and pure, with a citrus backbone and lovely weight on 
the palate.

Champagne Grand Cru Blanc de Blancs Bottles 2011 6 per case £47.00 £282.00
Legras & Haas Magnums  3 per case £96.00 £288.00

Champagne loves a cool growing season, extending the length of time the grapes spend on 
the vine, and 2011, although it started warm, ended up cool, concentrating and developing the 
flavours as the months went by. Legras’ 2011 Grand Cru Blanc de Blancs is rich, creamed, deep 
and intense, yet youthful too with white flower notes; the supreme expression of class.

12.5%

12.5%

12.5%
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Bordeaux has had a phenomenally good run of high-quality vintages 
since 2008, despite some weather hiccoughs in 2017 and 2018 (frost 
and mildew respectively reducing yields) which means that Claret lovers 
are spoilt for choice. We went back to Château Moulin Pey Labrie to 
stock up on their fabulous 2009 last year, and the few 2011s and 2012s 
on the list are drinking beautifully now. The only awkward year in the 
past decade is 2013 but those who were extra careful in their vineyard 
management have made some delicious wines, not destined for old bones 
but coming forward well now and highly recommended. 2014 was initially 
rather surly but has started to come out of its shell, a cool, classic vintage 
with lovely freshness, and the 2015s and 2016s, despite their extreme 
youth, are incredibly alluring and unlikely to shut down. 

New this year to the list is a pair of wines from a range developed by the 
négociant business that Anthony Barton founded in the ’60s, completely 
revamped and expanded this year. The fruit for these wines comes from 
some of the top neighbouring estates who won’t let us reveal their 
names, but they are significant properties and the wines definitely have 
a touch of class about them. They are made entirely by the Barton team 
with the aim of being properly representative of each commune and are 
designed to be enjoyed young. 

White Bordeaux remains a Private Cellar hobbyhorse and we are 
delighted that so many of you agree with us that good white Bordeaux is 
something very special indeed. Château Argadens’ iteration just goes on 
getting better with each new release and can’t be recommended highly 
enough.

BORDEAUX
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Château Argadens Blanc, Bordeaux  2018 6 per case £12.95 £77.70

From a standing start, Château Argadens’ white has become one of our top selling wines, 
pipping many more obvious candidates to the post. And justifiably so – this is the most sublime 
blend of Sauvignon Blanc and Sémillon, vibrant and zingy yet with a zip of richness behind, floral 
and mouth-wateringly good, a wine for any time of the day, on its own or with food.

Lune d’Argent, Clos des Lunes, Bordeaux  2016 6 per case £19.75 £118.50

Olivier Bernard of Domaine de Chevalier is universally acknowledged as a genius in the white 
wine driving seat so, when he started to make dry wines at Clos des Lunes in the Sauternes, we 
all paid attention. In contrast to Argadens, this is predominantly Sémillon, giving a waxy, semi-
tropical feel to the wine, almost unctuous yet without being sweet, with a really intense, ripe 
finish. This is what makes white Bordeaux stand out from other whites.

Superb value from the Petits Châteaux

Bordeaux bashing is somewhat in vogue at present, mostly as a result of the extravagant pricing structures 
practised by the top châteaux; however, as with all newsworthy stories, everything is not quite as it 

seems. The top properties do ask high prices, granted, but the market doesn’t have to buy the wine if it 
thinks the price is out of kilter; if the wine sells, it validates the release price, and in the 2018 campaign there 

were some notable wines which, based on their quality, should have sold well but didn’t.

This is important for the 90% of Bordeaux properties who don’t take part in the primeur process as it acts 
as a brake on prices across the board and it is noticeable that the Bordeaux Petits Châteaux now 

represent some of the best value for money across the wine world, which is a big change over the 
past decade. These are the wines we love to champion and you’ll find them listed on the following pages.

DRY WHITE BORDEAUX
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HOUSE CLARET

Private Cellar’s House Claret Halves 2014 12 per case £8.35 £100.20
Château Argadens Bottles  12 per case £12.65 £151.80
 Magnums  6 per case £27.50 £165.00

Château Argadens is owned by the Sichel family of Angludet and Palmer and therefore benefits 
from their Margaux know-how, and we are now into a run of stellar vintages to boot. The 2014 
is drinking beautifully now, rich and ripe with a fine-grained structure. It is wonderful to see this 
wine feature in our top 10 best sellers every year; we really believe that the decision to work 
with one particular property rather than a blend of anonymous grapes is part of the success. 

BORDEAUX, BORDEAUX SUPÉRIEUR & THE MÉDOC

Château Mathiot, Bordeaux Halves 2016 12 per case £9.80 £117.60
 Bottles  12 per case £10.85 £130.20
 Magnums  6 per case £23.00 £138.00

The Entre-Deux-Mers, south of Bordeaux, is a veritable sea of vines, verdant and abundant, 
with both red and white grapes making some truly delicious, highly affordable wines. Château 
Mathiot, at 15 hectares, is a relatively small player and their Cabernet-rich 2016 has lovely 
creamed blackberry notes, primary and fresh with a juicy lick of oak behind. Perfection.

Château Haut Gay, Bordeaux Supérieur  2016 6 per case £11.85 £71.10

Guillaume de Tastes is poacher-turned-gamekeeper; formerly a négociant specialising in the 
classed growths, his focus now is squarely on his own properties and the sheer joy of claret 
for drinking rather than speculation. Haut Gay, with its vibrant Hermès-style label is everything 
claret should be: fresh, juicy, with succulent black fruits and a toothsome lick of tannin.

Château Beaulieu, Bordeaux Supérieur  2016 6 per case £13.25 £79.50

Château Beaulieu is Guillaume de Tastes’ more ‘serious’ wine – but don’t be fooled, it still 
ticks the box for proper, accessible claret, needing just a year or two more than the Haut 
Gay to show its true colours and soften its tannins. Again juicy, this has a touch of oak in its 
development story giving a lovely grilled note with ripe black fruit behind.

RED BORDEAUX
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Bordeaux, Ets Jean-Pierre Moueix Bottles 2015 12 per case £12.95 £155.40
 Magnums  6 per case £26.00 £156.00

We wailed and gnashed our teeth about the disappearance of the Moueix generic ranges a 
couple of years ago and warned you all to buy whilst you could; of course, such an outpouring 
of grief resulted in the wines being re-invigorated with new blends and new labels to boot – 
and we still say buy all you can. Merlot-rich, as you would expect from the Moueix stable, this 
has lovely body and balance, ripe fruits with supple tannins for structure and it’s the perfect 
accompaniment to pretty well any red meat dish.

Château Tayet, Cuvée Prestige Bottles 2014 6 per case £14.50 £87.00
Bordeaux Supérieur Magnums  6 per case £36.25 £217.50

Jean-Michel Garcion’s genius with grapes seems to just keep getting better, and never more so 
than with Château Tayet, their most humble wine. That said, it is on the Margaux margins, and 
that really shows in the deliciously supple, velvety black fruit and fine-grained tannins behind; 
this 2014 is stylish and precise, really classy stuff.

Médoc, Ets Jean-Pierre Moueix  2016 12 per case £14.65 £175.80

New to the Moueix listings is this breakaway to the Left Bank, with inevitably more Cabernet 
Sauvignon in the blend than is found on the other side of the river. Lovely red black fruits, juicy 
and jammy with a leafy crunch, notes of blackcurrant and some cedar, this is proper Médoc with 
a real sense of place.

Les Tours de Beaumont, Haut-Médoc  2015 6 per case  £15.90 £95.40

Château Beaumont is possibly one of the better known cru bourgeois in the Médoc, consistently 
producing deliciously well-made and well-priced wines. We have been following their second 
wine, Tours de Beaumont, for a few years now and it is every bit as reliable as its big brother. 
Rich and ripe, with acres of fruit and a fine bite of tannin behind.

RED BORDEAUX
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Château Cap de Haut, Haut-Médoc  2015 12 per case £18.50 £222.00

A trip to Château de Lamarque, sister property to Cap de Haut and where the winery and 
offices are to be found, is always about more than just the wine. One of the oldest properties 
in the Médoc, this former fortified château has so many treasures, all beautifully looked after by 
the Gromand d’Evrys, that you spot something different every time. Their wines are improving 
every year, thanks to Marie-Hélène Gromand’s hard work in the vineyard, and the 2015 is a 
winning combination of power and subtlety; rich creamed red and black fruits, elegantly poised, 
this is just beginning to show its true colours.

Château Tour Cordouan, Médoc   2012 12 per case £18.50 £222.00

The Médoc appellation covers those vineyards north of Saint Estèphe, at the very northern, 
relatively remote extreme of the Médoc peninsula and it is here you will find Château Tour 
Cordouan. It was bought by the Cruse family, eminent négociants, in the 1850s and remains in 
family hands to this day. Deep red black with spiced dark-skinned fruits, notes of blackcurrant 
and cedar, ripe with a lovely tannic structure behind. Proper claret.

Pauillac, Anthony Barton  2016 12 per case  £25.50 £306.00

In the late 1960s, Anthony Barton established a négociant arm to complement the family 
châteaux business, which in turn allowed him to make wine from good looking parcels of grapes 
as and when he found them. The Pauillac in the range has an excellent pedigree, coming from 
a vineyard close to Mouton and Pontet Canet, and has all the trademark Pauillac signs of black 
fruit, spiced cedary notes, a hint of graphite behind and lovely fine tannins.

Saint Julien, Anthony Barton  2017 12 per case  £25.65 £307.80

Discretion prevents the Barton team revealing the precise source of the fruit for this cuvée 
but given the location of their main properties and that they know a thing or two about the 
appellation, they have clearly found an impeccable source with a few spare grapes for their own-
label Saint Julien. Certainly, the wine has all the Barton hallmarks – plummy black fruits, a hint of 
cedar, spiced and rich on the finish. All in all, a stunner of a wine.

RED BORDEAUX

13.5%

13.5%

14.5%

13%

NEW

NEW



PRIVATE
CELLAR www.privatecellar.co.uk

26
  £ per bottle £ per case
  inc VAT inc VAT

  ABV %

Château Capbern Gasqueton, Saint Estèphe  2011 12 per case £26.80 £321.60

Château Calon Ségur and sister property Capbern Gasqueton were sold in 2012 after the 
death of the last Gasqueton; as a result this is the last vintage to bear the name. Benefitting 
from all the advantages of its third growth sibling, with the same team in both the vineyard and 
the cellar, Capbern is a solidly good buy year on year. At a brilliant stage in its evolution, the 
2011 is rich, intense and mineral with oodles of fruit and a lovely dense finish, it is delicious to 
drink already and has many years ahead.

Château Haut Breton Larigaudière, Margaux  2015   6 per case £33.75 £202.50

Another brilliant wine by Jean-Michel Garcion; Château Haut Breton Larigaudière was bought 
by the Belgian wine merchant de Schepper family in the 1960s and it has been on the rise ever 
since. The 2015 is still very young but already showing a flamboyance typical of the vintage, with 
rich black fruits, some toasty exotic spices and fine tannins – decant to bring out its best.

LES CÔTES, CANON-FRONSAC & PESSAC-LÉOGNAN

Château Carignan Bottles 2014 12 per case £14.50 £174.00
Cadillac Côtes de Bordeaux Magnums  6 per case £34.00 £204.00

Château Carignan has an extraordinary history; it was given to one of Joan of Arc’s right hand 
men, Jean Poton de Xaintrailles, who, led by the Connetable Talbot, went on to trounce the 
English at Castillon la Bataille, thereby ending the Hundred Years’ War. Today’s custodian, Andy 
Lench, has left no stone unturned in his quest to raise Carignan’s quality ever higher and the 
2014 is juicy and plump, rich and spiced, drinking now but with the wherewithal to age too.

RED BORDEAUX
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Château Picque Caillou, Pessac-Léognan Bottles 2015 12 per case £24.50 £294.00
 Magnums  6 per case £55.00 £330.00

Pessac, some twelve kilometres from rural Léognan, has been almost entirely subsumed by 
the Bordeaux suburbs but six châteaux remain, including Picque Caillou, Haut Brion and Pape 
Clément, their vineyards protected from the urban expansion by law. Paulin Calvet’s 2015 is 
everything you would expect from this fabulous vintage – lush and rich yet with a wonderful 
spine of restraint, easily drinkable now but with the ability to keep for many years to come.

Château Moulin Pey Labrie, Canon Fronsac  2009 12 per case £29.85 £358.20

The secret of top Merlot on the Right Bank lies in the limestone escarpment which runs in a 
line from Castillon to Fronsac via Saint Emilion and under almost all the Premiers Grands Crus 
Classés in the process. Grégoire and Bénédicte Hubau have an all-consuming passion for their 
microscopic vineyards and their 2009 is dense, rich and intense, just beginning to move from 
young fruit flavours to more complex notes but, ten years on, still incredibly youthful.

SAINT EMILION & POMEROL

Saint Emilion, Ets Jean-Pierre Moueix Bottles 2016 12 per case £19.50 £234.00
 Magnums  6 per case £39.50 £237.00

The Moueix family wines are our benchmarks for Saint Emilion and Pomerol during the primeur 
tastings and the same goes for their generic wines. Avoiding flash and flamboyance, these are an 
exercise in restraint and the truthful representation of their vineyards and vintages. The 2015 is 
true to this aim, all smoky dark fruits, rich and smooth with a ripe structure behind.

Château Puy Blanquet, Grand Cru Saint Emilion  2014 12 per case £20.00 £240.00

Situated to the east of Saint Emilion, close to the famous limestone outcrop, Puy Blanquet uses 
slightly less Merlot than many of its neighbours, choosing unusually to plant Cabernet Sauvignon 
as well as the more classic Cabernet Franc. The resulting wine is deliciously fresh, with sweet 
tarry fruit yet spiced and exotic too, and the 2014 is just getting into its stride now.

RED BORDEAUX
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Château Les Vieux Ormes, Lalande de Pomerol  2014 12 per case £21.50 £258.00

Across the Barbanne stream into Lalande de Pomerol, the sixth generation of the Garde family 
is in charge at Les Vieux Ormes, with its 15 hectares of 35 year old vines. We have followed 
this wine for several years and never fail to be impressed by the sheer quality. The 2014 is all 
gorgeous black fruits, fresh and racy with supple tannins behind.

Château Magnan la Gaffelière  Bottles 2015 12 per case £22.50 £270.00
Grand Cru Saint Emilion Magnums  6 per case £45.85 £275.10

When the Moueix family bought Château Bélair and joined it with Château Magdelaine, there 
remained on that southern flank of the limestone plateau a small corner of vines which was 
steadfastly resisting their approaches. Fast forward a few years, and that corner is now part of 
their stable, and whilst they decide what they will do with their new acquisition, the wines are 
being sold under the château label, Magnan la Gaffelière. The 2015 is incredibly youthful still but 
with lovely tight blackcurrant fruit, perfumed and supple and completely delicious.

Château Chantecaille Clauzel, Saint Emilion  2016 6 per case £22.85 £137.10

Two châteaux famously straddle the Saint Emilion-Pomerol border, with their vineyards 
historically permitted as honorary citizens of the other appellation: L’Evangile in Pomerol and 
Cheval Blanc in Saint Emilion. The same courtesy was not extended to the Clauzel family of 
Pomerol’s Guillot Clauzel so, to retain its classification, this 0.4 hectare plot must stand on its 
own and the wines cannot be made anywhere else. 100% Merlot, 100% pleasure, this is full of 
luscious black cherry fruit, creamy and spiced, and very alluring already despite its youth.

Château Tour Baladoz, Grand Cru Saint Emilion  2013 6 per case £22.95 £137.70

Tour Baladoz is in a charmed position, with vines split between the famous Saint Emilion 
limestone plateau on one side and tumbling into the luscious green valley of Saint Laurent des 
Combes on the other; it is no wonder that the de Schepper family fell in love with it when 
they first came to Bordeaux. Their 2013 is a total charmer, all supple red berry fruit, spiced and 
perfumed, and utterly drinkable right now. Don’t miss it!

RED BORDEAUX
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Château Vieux Lartigue, Grand Cru Saint Emilion  2014 12 per case £23.50 £282.00

Having harped on about Saint Emilion and its limestone soils, it shouldn’t be forgotten that 
some very good vineyards are on the former flood plain of the Dordogne, with gravel, sand 
and clay in their soils, giving rise to a more supple style of wine. With just six hectares, Vieux 
Lartigue is a classic example, juicy black fruits, rich and intense, with a lovely floral note behind.

Pomerol, Ets Jean-Pierre Moueix Bottles 2015 12 per case £25.25 £303.00
 Magnums  6 per case £52.00 £312.00

Pomerol is the spiritual heartland for the Moueix family as this is where they bought their 
first property in the 1950s, when few outside the area knew much about the appellation. The 
quality of their generic Pomerol echoes that of their Saint Emilion and then raises it some, with 
wonderfully intense Merlot, plummily complex with a deliciously ripe tannin structure behind.

Château Pindefleurs, Grand Cru Saint Emilion  2012 12 per case £25.25 £303.00

At the foot of the western side of Saint Emilion, partly on the plain and partly on the slopes, 
Château Pindefleurs is relatively large for the area with 17 hectares under vine, the majority 
Merlot. The owners of Pindefleurs make the most of both old and new techniques and they 
have managed to bridge the gap very well indeed. Bright, vibrant red berry notes with a lovely 
lick of oak and a good structure behind, this is drinking beautifully now – very satisfying indeed.

Château Plince, Pomerol  2013 12 per case £34.00 £408.00

Some of Pomerol’s vineyards are in danger of being engulfed by the Libourne suburbs but, 
thanks to a well-placed single-track railway line, Plince keeps the enemy from the door for 
at least a little longer. Sitting on a mix of sand and clay, the wines here have power as well as 
suppleness, with the 2013 full of smoky black fruits with a delicious floral note on the finish.

RED BORDEAUX
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Château Haut Roc Blanquant Bottles 2014 6 per case £35.00 £210.00
Grand Cru Saint Emilion Magnums  3 per case £72.00 £216.00

When the Moueix family completed the purchase of Château Bélair (now Bélair-Monange), 
several back vintages were included in the sale and released under the Haut Roc Blanquant 
label; nowadays, this is the third wine of the property, the second being Annonce de Bélair-
Monange. It is truly stunning and very definitely touched by greatness with gorgeous creamed 
black fruits, savoury and spiced going to a really stylish finish.

Château Bourgneuf, Pomerol  2013 12 per case £35.85 £430.20

Bourgneuf is on the western side of the Pomerol plateau with some of the famed iron-rich clay 
in its soil giving power as well as finesse to the blend. The weather of 2013 had the net effect of 
reducing some of the power whilst maintaining the finesse giving a toasty and spiced wine with 
fresh red berry fruit and a fine tannic seam for backbone. This is drinking really well now.

Château Guillot Clauzel, Pomerol  2014 12 per case £37.00 £444.00

Guillot Clauzel’s scant 1.7 hectares of vines lie in a tiny corner of Pomerol, amidst those of 
Nenin, Le Pin and Trotanoy, on a mix of gravel and clay soils, including some of the famed blue 
clay of the plateau. The property is managed by the Thienponts of Le Pin and Vieux Château 
Certan fame and this youthful 2014 has delicious plummy fruit, rich and intense with a fine 
tannic backbone; decant this to enjoy now or stash it away for a while ... but don’t miss it.

SWEET WHITE BORDEAUX

Château des Mailles Halves 2016  12 per case £9.60 £115.20
Sainte Croix du Mont Bottles  6 per case £17.25 £103.50

The secret of Bordeaux’s sweet wines lies in the presence of botrytis, pourriture noble, and cool 
misty mornings to encourage the growth of the fungus, followed by bright sunny days to stop 
it running amok. Lying on the banks of the mighty Garonne River, Château des Mailles’ 2016 is 
deliciously unctuous, with hints of orange zest and marmalade, leafy and fresh too, with a touch 
of butterscotch on the finish; super-sweet yet with lovely balancing acidity.

RED & SWEET WHITE BORDEAUX
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Having had several small harvests in succession, we were delighted for 
our Burgundy growers that 2017 turned out to be both abundant and 
abundantly good. We weren’t, however, expecting to hear that 2018 was 
even better and that quantities were higher again, and, exceptionally, so 
was the quality, a real bonus for all. Even so, if we take the decade from 
2010 to 2019, it will take a miracle harvest this year for average yields to 
match the averages of the previous decade, and when you combine this 
with their small holdings, it is all the more awe-inspiring that our growers 
have managed to hold everything together with no little grace and a lot 
of humour – and with smiles all round now.

Despite the weather challenges over the past decade, once the crises 
were over (frost, hail, etc.), the latter part of each growing season 
was either benign or positively good, leading to an exceptional run of 
top-quality vintages across the region, from Chablis right down to the 
Mâconnais. The 2015s, both red and white, are drinking beautifully now, 
full bodied and exuberant; 2016, a fresher, tighter vintage from the off, is 
coming into its own with a totally different character, with fresh citrus 
fruits for the whites and very pure red berry fruits for the reds. 2017 
whites are superb and will drink earlier than the 2016s (but after the 
2015s), whilst the reds are a touch looser, soft, supple and easy going – a 
real joy already. 

You will note that our emphasis on regional wines – Bourgognes blancs 
and rouges in all their various guises – is as strong as ever; we find that 
these wines from our particular selection of growers show a real touch 
of greatness; they are handled every bit as sensitively as their Pulignys, 
Meursaults or Gevreys but are more approachable in youth and give 
immense pleasure in the here and now. Let’s drink to that!

BURGUNDY & BEAUJOLAIS
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Beaujolais Villages les Bruyères Blanc  2018 12 per case £14.95 £179.40
Domaine des Combiers, Laurent Savoye

Still somewhat of an oddity, white Beaujolais is the place smart Burgundy lovers are looking to 
get their fix. Their stark granite soils give the wine a wonderful mineral zip whilst their more 
southerly position grants the wine some contrasting plumpness. Laurent Savoye’s Bruyères 
Blanc is stunning, incredibly precise and pure and beautifully drinkable, all at the same time.

WHITE BURGUNDY

Mâcon Uchizy Bottles 2018 12 per case £14.50 £174.00
Mallory & Benjamin Talmard Magnums  3 per case £36.50 £109.50

In just two years, this has gone from newbie on the list to our top selling white wine – quite an 
achievement. The Talmards keep things simple, with only Chardonnay planted across their 30 
hectares, placing the emphasis on the differences between the varying terroirs. Nearly half of all 
their vines are in Uchizy, at the northern end of the appellation. Vibrant citrus fruits, fresh and 
racy with a hint of perfume and some plumpness behind, this is class in a glass.

Bourgogne Blanc, Sorin Coquard (Côte d’Auxerre)  2016 12 per case £14.75 £177.00

A family-run domaine based in St Bris le Vineux (the name says it all), the Sorins look after some 
30 hectares of vines split principally between Sauvignon, Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, as well as 
producing the only wine made purely from the rare César grape. Their 2016 Côte d’Auxerre is 
deliciously tight and mineral yet with a streak of plumpness behind and a long refreshing finish.

Mâcon Bussières, Domaine Gonon  2016 12 per case £15.65 £187.80

With 14 hectares of vines in some of the most spectacular countryside in Burgundy, between 
the twin hanging rocks of Solutré and Vergisson, Domaine Gonon is focused on Chardonnay, 
albeit with one Pinot Noir cuvée too. The village of Bussières lies close to Prissé and La Roche 
Vineuse, on soils which combine limestone and clay. Their 2016 is rich and plump, with citrus 
notes and a light grilled note going to a delightfully fresh finish.

WHITE BEAUJOLAIS & BURGUNDY
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Bourgogne Blanc, JJ Vincent (Pouilly Fuissé)  2016 12 per case £15.95 £191.40

The extended Vincent family own Château Fuissé but the complex appellation laws don’t allow 
the use of the domaine name if fruit has been bought in, regardless of whether it is from family 
vineyards or not. To get around this, they set up a négociant arm to buy from the more distant 
members of the family but everything else remains the same in the vineyard and cellar. Their 
Bourgogne Blanc is deliciously plump and buttery with a lovely, fresh, leafy bite, really stylish.

Bourgogne Chardonnay (Meursault and Montagny)  2015 12 per case £16.25 £195.00
Seguin Manuel

Thibaut Marion’s Bourgogne Chardonnay comes from around Meursault and Montagny, both 
very full styles of wine, and is aged in two year old plus barrels. The wine is not designed to be 
a shrinking violet, yet at the same time is retains a wonderful degree of freshness and salinity 
behind the broad, honeyed fruit. A delicious wine, drinking beautifully now.

Mâcon Uchizy, Meurgey-Croses  2017 12 per case £16.25 £195.00

Originally a négociant on the selling end of things, Pierre Meurgey always wanted to get his 
hands dirty and this is the third vintage of his delicious Mâcon Uchizy we have bought: spicy 
white stone fruits, creamy and fresh, with a grilled note behind – and absolutely no oak used. 
As the fruit comes from old family vines, not yet his, Pierre is obliged to buy it from his relatives 
and therefore cannot use the Domaine prefix.

Chablis, Lamblin & Fils  2018 12 per case £17.90 £214.80

Usually, no vintage in Chablis is complete without some meteorological happening but 2018 
was remarkably kind to Chablis – no frost, no hail, enough rain at the right times – resulting in 
superb quality and decent quantity. Hooray! Lamblin’s 2018 is so delicious right now, all creamy 
white fruits with a zip of minerality behind, leafy and fresh. Great stuff.

WHITE BURGUNDY
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Bourgogne Blanc Clos de la Combe (Puligny Montrachet) 2016 12 per case £19.75 £237.00
Domaine Jean Chartron

Jean-Michel Chartron’s Bourgogne Blanc comes firmly from Puligny, from vineyards right outside 
the cellar door, a mere 350 metres from the village centre. The style is all Puligny, with racy 
white stone fruits, green leafy notes, linear and fresh, the perfect aperitif wine.

Bourgogne Chardonnay, Domaine Matrot (Meursault)  2016 12 per case £19.95 £239.40

The Matrot family intends their Bourgogne Blanc to be the ‘banker’, the wine which introduces 
you to the Matrot style and range, and it certainly does that. Appropriately, the fruit comes 
from the village of Meursault and is rich and broad with a lovely citrus back note, fresh and 
complex. So much more than ‘just’ a Bourgogne Chardonnay.

Bourgogne Blanc les Forgets (Meursault)  2015 12 per case £22.75 £273.00
Domaine Patrick Javillier 

The Javilliers have two separate Bourgogne Blanc cuvées because their soils are so very different 
– an object lesson in the importance of terroir if ever there was one. Les Forgets comes from 
the Volnay side of Meursault, giving a wine which is more immediately accessible with its 
deliciously plump, semi-tropical fruit notes, with a fine seam of lemony acidity for freshness.

Rully Clos du Moulin à Vent, Domaine Rois Mages  2016 12 per case £22.95 £275.40

The frosts of 2016 left Domaine Rois Mages with around 30% of their normal crop, with some 
vineyards reduced by 100%, tragic for this small Domaine. The good news is that the tiny yields 
produced superb wines, especially their Rully Clos du Moulin à Vent which is rich and creamy, 
grilled yet fresh, with a lovely citrus note behind.

WHITE BURGUNDY
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Chablis, Domaine Watson  2016 6 per case £23.65 £141.90

Chris and Liz Watson run their micro Chablis property from afar with the day-to-day 
management in the hands of the Dampt brothers, well-known Chablis practitioners. The 
Watsons decide the blend every year, so although they aren’t in the vineyard every day, it is 
still very much their wine – rich and mineral and weightier than many a village Chablis which is 
unsurprising as the vines are sited between two Premiers Crus.

Pouilly Loché aux Barres, Domaine Laurent Cognard  2015 12 per case £23.95 £287.40

Laurent Cognard’s wines reflect the man himself, full of character yet with a serious side 
to them. His 2015 Pouilly Loché comes from a tiny vineyard, about half a hectare, of family 
vines of which he has regained control and he has worked hard to get the vineyard back into 
shape. This is deliciously expressive, big and bold yet with racy acidity behind, and drinking 
beautifully now.

Hautes Côtes de Beaune Blanc, Domaine Chevrot  2016 12 per case £24.00 £288.00

The Hautes Côtes de Beaune appellation runs in an arc to the west of the main Beaune 
appellations, from Maranges in the south to Ladoix in the north, with the vineyards lying on the 
south facing flanks of the valleys with very different topography to the higher-ranking names. 
Domaine Chevrot’s Hautes Côtes de Beaune is a spectacular exercise in fresh white stone 
fruits allied to soft grilled notes, a distant hint of hazelnut and a lovely zip of acidity to finish.

Beaune Blanc Clos du Foulot Monopole, Baptiste Guyot  2017 6 per case £24.85 £149.10

The Clos du Foulot sits snugly at the foot of Premier Cru Les Teurons, separated by the all-
important wall which grants the right to the Clos name. When Baptiste Guyot took over the 
family domaine, all but run into the ground by his grandparents, he had little bar this hectare of 
the Clos, and the white wine produced here is a revelation – rich and intense, white stone fruits 
underscored by semi-tropical fruit and with a subtle grilled note behind, this is just so different 
from the norm, and so good.

WHITE BURGUNDY
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Bourgogne Blanc Les Chataigners (Saint Aubin)  2015 12 per case £25.95 £311.40
Domaine Hubert Lamy

Olivier Lamy started picking his 2015s on 25th August, only the second time that has happened 
since 1878 – that is some history to look back on. He likes his wine with high natural acidity 
to act as a preservative, enabling him to reduce his reliance on sulphur, and his Chataigners is 
wonderfully tight and floral as a result, fresh as can be with a lightly honeyed note on the end. 
Razor sharp yet rich, a great combination.

Montagny 1er Cru les Bassets, Domaine Laurent Cognard 2016 12 per case £27.00 £324.00

Over the past twenty years, Montagny has gone from being a rustic outsider to bona fide white 
Burgundy. Winemakers like Laurent Cognard have done much to improve the reputation, taking 
their fruit away from the all-powerful co-op and focusing on the vineyard, with quality rather 
than quantity as the driving force. Laurent’s 1er Cru les Bassets is a wonderful combination of 
rich, plump white stone fruits allied to lovely nervous tension – refreshing yet powerful.

Bourgogne Blanc Oligocène (Meursault)  2016 12 per case £28.00 £336.00
Domaine Patrick Javillier 

From the southern side of Meursault, close to Puligny and including some vines which have the 
right to the Meursault appellation, Javillier’s Oligocène is a more serious beast, destined for a 
longer life than the Forgets. 2016, the year of the great frost, saw their regional vineyards come 
through virtually unscathed, giving a wine with trademark mineral, citrus fruits, lightly grilled and 
hugely expressive, the perfect apéro or food wine.

Chablis 1er Cru Fourchaumes, Lamblin & Fils  2016 12 per case £28.95 £347.40

Chablis’ mixed weather fortunes are well documented, and 2016 was the year of the dramatic 
frost rather than normal frost, hugely reducing yields. The rest of the growing season, however, 
was superb, resulting in really delicious wines – and it isn’t just us saying so, as Lamblin’s 2016 
Fourchaumes won Gold at the International Wine Challenge last year, a huge achievement. Rich 
and intense with lovely rapier-like citrus notes, this is complex and truly satisfying.

WHITE BURGUNDY
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Chablis 1er Cru Vaillons, Lamblin & Fils  2017 12 per case £28.95 £347.40

The Vaillons vineyards lie on the other side of the town of Chablis, facing south-east rather than 
south-west, giving them a different, more racy style. The 2017 is a very pretty wine, mineral and 
leafy with white stone fruits behind, mouth-filling and vibrant – deliciously refreshing and not to 
be missed.

Saint Romain, Domaine Matrot  2015 12 per case £29.00 £348.00

One of Burgundy’s best kept secrets, Saint Romain lies in the hills above Meursault and Auxey 
Duresses at around 400 metres above sea level, dominated by a limestone escarpment; the 
combination of stern soils and a cooler climate gives the wines a freshness and vivacity which 
benefits from a year or two in bottle. Matrot’s version is rich yet racy, with lovely white stone 
fruit, some hints of marzipan and only a very distant note of oak.

Chassagne Montrachet, Michel Niellon  2017 12 per case £46.50 £558.00

Mathieu Bresson, grandson of Michel Niellon, called the 2017s ‘real whites’ – properly 
respecting both the vintage and their individual terroirs which, when you have several plots in the 
same appellation, is of maximum importance. Their village Chassagne is desperately drinkable 
already but, if allowed, will grow in stature over the next few years, with its deliciously plump 
yet linear white stone fruits, leafy and fresh with lovely density on the palate.

Meursault, Domaine Matrot  2016 12 per case £48.00 £576.00

Meursault is traditionally seen as being plumply fruited whilst Puligny is considered to have 
a racier style; with Domaine Matrot, whose vineyards are on the southern (Puligny) side of 
Meursault, the boundaries are blurred, with their 2016 beautifully precise and tightly fruited, 
elegant yet vibrant and really intense. This is truly stylish.

WHITE BURGUNDY
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Beaujolais Villages Elégance  2017 12 per case £12.95 £155.40
Domaine des Combiers, Laurent Savoye

Although Beaujolais is no longer tainted by association with its Nouveau cousin, it remains, 
nonetheless, one of the most overlooked regions of France; which is great news for the wine 
lover, as prices remain accessible and allocations available. Laurent Savoye’s villages wine lives up 
to its name – lovely briary fresh fruit, juicy and succulent, with light tannins behind; a ridiculously 
refreshing red.

RED BURGUNDY

Coteaux Bourguignons, Domaine Truchetet   2017 12 per case £16.50 £198.00

Domaine Truchetet is based in the village of Premeaux-Prissey, below the vineyards of Nuits 
Saint Georges, and the wines definitely have a touch of Nuits to them. Their Coteaux 
Bourguignons in 2017 is dominated by Gamay, with just 30% Pinot in the blend, giving a 
wonderfully perfumed, floral-infused wine with juicy black fruits behind; light on tannin, it is a 
wine for early consumption and total enjoyment.

Bourgogne Passetoutgrains, Domaine Fontaine Gagnard  2016 12 per case £17.40 £208.80

The rules stipulate that Passetoutgrains must contain at least 30% Pinot Noir but most of 
the top growers like Fontaine Gagnard use much more than that – here, they have 50% Pinot 
with the balance Gamay. A true house wine, made originally for family consumption, the Pinot 
dominates the Gamay flavours, giving lovely fresh fruit with a tarry kick behind; not complex but 
oh so drinkable.

Coteaux Bourguignons, Domaine Joseph Roty  2015 12 per case £18.95 £227.40

Coteaux Bourguignons must be made of Pinot Noir and Gamay, with any proportion of either 
grape in the blend. The Rotys, never ones to do things by halves, make theirs from 100% Pinot 
Noir, a baby Bourgogne Rouge in essence, which benefits from a couple of years’ bottle age. 
Rich and intense, tarry with a smoky note, with lovely red fruits and fine ripe tannins.

RED BEAUJOLAIS & BURGUNDY
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Bourgogne Pinot Noir Vieilles Vignes (Premeaux-Prissey)  2017 12 per case £20.85 £250.20
Domaine Truchetet 

The old vines here range from 30 to 60 years old, planted on flinty, poor soils in the Combe des 
Vallerots, a short, steep gorge above Premeaux. Here the Nuits notes are particularly marked, 
with perfumed black fruits, violets and lightly grilled, with gentle but present tannins behind for 
structure. Delicious now, this will also keep for a couple of years.

Bourgogne Pinot Noir (Meursault and Puligny Montrachet) 2017 12 per case £21.85 £262.20
Domaine Matrot

From further south, in the Côtes de Beaune, Domaine Matrot’s Pinot Noir is a different style 
altogether. The fruit comes from vineyards within the Puligny and Maranges appellations which 
give a softness and suppleness to the wines; deliciously fresh and bright with juicy red berry 
fruit, this wine has a light bite of tannin for backbone but is aimed fairly and squarely at being 
drunk when young.

Bourgogne Rouge les Grands Chaillots   2015 12 per case £22.00 £264.00
Bertrand Machard de Gramont (Nuits Saint Georges) 

From plots close to Nuits Saint Georges, the name Chaillots refers to the substantial flints found 
in the soil; this vineyard was badly damaged by frost in 2009 and the effects are still making 
themselves felt in terms of yield. The 2015 has juicy black fruits, rich and intense, with a lightly 
spiced finish and is absolutely delicious already, getting better every day.

Bourgogne Pinot Noir, Domaine Parent (Volnay)  2016 12 per case £23.50 £282.00

Anne Parent is at the heart of the renaissance of the Pommard appellation, proving that it 
doesn’t have to be hard as nails or need decades to come around, and her generic Bourgogne 
Rouge proves once again that she is a magician with Pinot Noir. From vineyards in Volnay, it is all 
about succulent fruit and velvety freshness with, as she put it, added ‘bling’ in the 2016 vintage.

RED BURGUNDY
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Bourgogne Pressonnier (Gevrey Chambertin)  2015 12 per case £24.85 £298.20
Domaine Joseph Roty

Roty’s Bourgogne Pressonnier has a gravitas which you might expect from vineyards which 
once made up part of the extended Gevrey Chambertin appellation; the older vines have been 
augmented by some new plantings, effectively doubling their holdings, but production remains 
low. Dense, deep black fruits, intense and perfumed, this has the power of the vintage as well as 
the soil – decanted, it shows its true colours more quickly, however left to open up in the glass 
this is stunning.

Savigny-lès-Beaune Vieilles Vignes, Domaine Seguin Manuel 2015 12 per case £26.00 £312.00

Thibaut Marion’s Savigny Vieilles Vignes has been one of our ‘bankers’ since we first encountered 
the wine, made from the first vines he bought when striking out on his own. Always rich and 
juicy, in 2015 there is added volume from the vintage, giving a richer, glossier take on the wine 
with a fine tannic backbone too; this is drinking beautifully now but could easily be kept.

Beaune 1er Cru les Sceaux, Domaine Rois Mages  2016 12 per case £27.75 £333.00

Les Sceaux is one of Beaune’s lesser known Premiers Crus found lurking at the southern end 
of the appellation, just above a residential quarter – it is extraordinary how the vineyards 
dominate the town. Made by Félix Debavelaere, this is their finest Sceaux to date, despite the 
frost which claimed much of the fruit; juicy and tarry, with delicious Pinot notes, succulent yet 
restrained too.

Marsannay Champs Saint Etienne  2014 12 per case £31.50 £378.00
Domaine Philippe Roty

As officialdom lumbers through the applications for Premier Cru status in Marsannay, with all 
the political shenanigans that entails, it is universally agreed that Champs Saint Etienne is one of 
the obvious candidates for elevated status in the appellation. Rich and intense with smokily dark 
fruit, this combines delicious freshness with backbone and structure.

RED BURGUNDY
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Volnay, Domaine Lucien Boillot  2013 12 per case £33.00 £396.00

2013 was a delicious vintage for red Burgundy, producing wines which were succulent and ripe 
without a massive tannic load – wines for pure enjoyment and not needing long term cellaring, 
the perfect recipe for Burgundy lovers. Pierre Boillot’s ultra-cold cellar means that his wines 
have piercingly fresh fruit, vibrant and pure, and his 2013 Volnay has lashings of juicy black cherry 
notes with a light tannin bite behind and a really satisfying finish.

Marsannay Rouge, Domaine Joseph Roty  2015 12 per case £33.00 £396.00

Pierre-Jean Roty had expected his 2015s to lack some elegance, given the heat of the summer, 
but cool nights preserved their freshness; as of 2015, the villages Marsannay includes the fruit 
from his late brother Philippe’s Marsannay Quartier vineyard, adding an extra dimension. 
Deeply fruited, with lovely spiced notes and a fine structure, this shows what, in the right hands, 
Marsannay is capable of.

Gevrey Chambertin Vieilles Vignes  2013 12 per case £34.00 £408.00
Domaine Rossignol-Trapet

The dense clay soils of Gevrey give the wines the characteristic structure associated with the 
appellation, which, in turn, means that they benefit from some time in bottle to come around. 
Rossignol Trapet’s Vieilles Vignes 2013 is just turning the corner from taciturn to pure pleasure 
with delicious black cherry fruit, fine tannins and a long finish. We often have small stocks 
of bottles and magnums in older and more recent vintages so please ask us for the latest 
availability.

Auxey Duresses, Domaine Matrot  2015 12 per case £34.00 £408.00

In the valley directly to the west and above Meursault, Auxey’s wine growing credentials stretch 
back to the Romans; it was one of the earliest areas to be granted appellation status yet 
remains relatively unknown in the canon of the Côte de Beaune. Domaine Matrot’s Auxey is 
delicious, intense and structured with supple red and black fruits, a superb wine now which will 
also keep and improve over time.

RED BURGUNDY
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Nuits Saint Georges aux Allots  2013 12 per case £34.95 £419.40
Bertrand Machard de Gramont

When talking about the wines from Nuits, growers will often specify whether it is from the 
Vosne Romanée or Beaune side – those closest to Vosne being all about velvety fruit whilst the 
wines from the south, originating on poor limestone, are very pure and powerful, needing more 
time to come around. Machard de Gramont’s Allots vineyards are on the Vosne side and, as a 
result, produce a deliciously smooth and supple wine, with gorgeously rich plummy fruit – a 
perfect example of Nuits.

Chassagne Montrachet Rouge, Domaine Fontaine Gagnard 2017 12 per case £36.00 £432.00

Chassagne Montrachet was, until comparatively recently, a majority red appellation, with whites 
only coming to prominence in the last few decades; there is a reason – the soils which work for 
Pinot don’t work so well for Chardonnay, producing very different styles of wine. We jumped 
at our first ever allocation of red Chassagne from Fontaine Gagnard, loving its plump yet juicy 
red-berry fruit, stylish and structured yet wonderfully approachable already.

Gevrey Chambertin, Domaine Joseph Roty  2015 12 per case £52.00 £624.00

Roty’s wines have always needed time to come around but under the guidance of first Philippe 
and now Pierre-Jean they are not as forbidding in youth as previously, despite retaining their 
longevity. Their villages Gevrey comes from just half a hectare of vines and the 2015 is full of 
dark, intense stone fruits – damsons spring to mind – with a lovely grilled note and just a touch 
of creaminess. Very youthful, this will only get better with time.
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Vosne Romanée, Bertrand Machard de Gramont  2016 12 per case £55.00 £660.00

The dreaded 2016 frost was relatively kind to Bertrand Machard de Gramont’s Vosne vineyards 
which lie in three separate parcels, part by Grands Crus Cros Parantoux and Clos de Vougeot, 
with the balance in the village itself. Wonderfully appealing despite its youth, this is all about 
velvety black fruit, spiced and rich - perfume and power in one glass.

Nuits Saint Georges 1er Cru Mont des Oiseaux  2017 12 per case £59.00 £708.00
Domaine de l’Arlot

Domaine de l’Arlot is in Premeaux-Prissey, just south of Nuits, and the vines are all situated 
around the house itself – a very unusual situation in Burgundy, where holdings are often 
scattered over myriad appellations. Formerly known as le Petit Arlot, the Mont des Oiseaux is 
the new Premier Cru home to the fruit which doesn’t quite make the cut for the grands vins but 
which is, nevertheless, of incredibly high quality. A sort-of second wine in name only, it is rich 
and perfumed, supple and fresh and oh-so-good.
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Delivery

Delivery is free of charge for 24 bottles or more in mainland England and Wales.
All other deliveries in this area are charged at £15 including VAT.

For deliveries outside mainland England and Wales, please telephone us on 01353 721 999 for a quotation. 
Please note that additional delivery charges may apply to deliveries to Scotland, the Highlands and Islands. 

 

Visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for our full terms and conditions
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Touring in both Spain and Italy this past summer it was striking just how 
far the wines and producers have progressed – and how much broader 
our outlooks have become – in a few short years. Before the arrival of 
New World wines, the varietals Cabernet and Chardonnay were virtually 
unmentioned but, once they became established in the 1980s, they 
became the major signifier, kicking the older wine-producing varieties 
into the long grass. As so often, the pendulum has swung back to the 
moderate centre and there is room for both international and indigenous 
grapes across the board, with quality rather than quantity or price now at 
centre stage. We are very proud that our Italian and Spanish offerings are 
all from indigenous varietals, with their own local interpretation – with 
no fewer than eight white and eleven red grapes represented.

We have this year added a couple of new wines into the mix, with 
a deliciously supple, light Verdejo from Señorío de Bocos which we 
discovered on the Tour of the Terroirs in Spain – a welcome refresher 
from the baking hot sun and the perfect foil to their weightier Bocos 
Roble, made from Tempranillo. Our other new addition is a Chianti 
Classico from Casa Emma, on the western fringes of the Classico region 
where maritime breezes moderate the summer temperatures and bring 
a bright freshness to the wines; proper, classic, heartfelt Chianti, with a 
sumptuous Riserva to boot.
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ITALY & SPAIN – WHITE

Verdejo Señorío de Bocos  2018 12 per case £9.50 £114.00
Tierra del Vino de Zamora, Spain

In Castilla y León, close to the Portuguese border, Zamora is just one of many burgeoning 
Spanish regions, located on the edge of the Spanish plain. Sixteen of us tasted this over a typical 
tapas lunch in June this year and the verdict was unanimous – it had to be in the new list. Fresh 
and vibrant with hints of sherbet and white flowers, juicy and light too, and so refreshing.

Soave Gregoris, Antonio Fattori, Italy Bottles 2018 12 per case £10.75 £129.00
 Magnums  6 per case £21.50 £129.00

Soave has long had a bad rap, mostly of its own making, but Antonio Fattori has always been 
at the forefront in the quality stakes, and now more so than ever as Soave’s reputation rises. 
Fresh, vibrant, with hints of peach kernel and white flowers, this works brilliantly both with and 
without food and now comes in magnums too.

Marmora Vermentino di Sardegna DOC  2017 6 per case £10.85 £65.10

Vermentino’s origins are somewhere in the Mediterranean basin but it depends on who you 
talk to as to where precisely; there is no doubt, however, that Vermentino has made Sardinia 
its spiritual home, with delicious wines like this Marmora – soft yet fresh with lovely floral 
overtones, this transports you straight back to the holiday isle.

Pinot Grigio Gregoris, Antonio Fattori, Italy  2017 12 per case £11.65 £139.80

Not all Pinot Grigios are equal.  With his attention to detail, both in the vineyard and cellar, 
Antonio Fattori’s Gregoris is way above the norm, proving that Pinot Grigio can be supremely 
interesting. Rich, with white fruits and hints of almond kernel, citrus and a lovely mineral twist, 
this is refreshingly different.
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S’Elemè, Vermentino di Gallura, DOCG Sardegna  2016 6 per case £11.95 £71.70

Gallura was one of the earliest DOCGs for a white wine, and remains one of only a handful 
today; grown on weathered granite soils, S’Elemè’s Vermentino has a delicious vibrancy and 
minerality to it, notes of white flowers and white pear, with a nod to the aromatic, scrubby 
garrigue vegetation too. A great partner for fish and white meats.

Fiano Masseria Altemura, IGT Salento Puglia, Italy  2018 6 per case £13.00 £78.00

There are two types of Fiano and inevitably one, Fiano d’Avellino, is better than the other; 
needless to say, Masseria Altemura have the Avellino version. Gorgeously fresh and floral, saline 
with a lovely mineral kick, incredibly vibrant, all the more surprising when you consider summer 
temperatures regularly top 35oC, and deliciously refreshing.

Albariño Robaliño, Señorío de Rubiós  2017 12 per case £13.75 £165.00
Orixe Rías Baixas, Spain

Moving through north west Spain this summer, it was striking how both the topography and 
climate changed radically, from the steeply verdant, cloud-hung hills in Bierzo and Galicia, home 
to the Rías Baixas DO, to the arid flatlands around Valladolid in Ribera del Duero. Rich and 
peachy, yet fresh and vibrant, Señorío de Rubiós’ Albariño is succulent yet bright with delicious 
weight in the mouth.

Arneis DOC, Rocche Costamagna, Italy  2018 6 per case £14.55 £87.30

When Arneis from Roero was granted the DOCG, there was general puzzlement in the 
international trade as it was virtually unknown, with only a few hectares left under vine. All 
that has changed, with almost a thousand hectares planted to Arneis now, producing a range 
of deliciously alluring wines. Rocche Costamagna’s version is fresh and floral with hints of 
honeysuckle and white pear, really refreshing yet with a lovely degree of complexity.
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Valserrano Rioja Blanco, Bodegas de la Marquesa, Spain  2018 12 per case £14.95 £179.40

Along with the Gran Reserva Blanco, this was a surprise hit during our visit to Valserrano in 
June on the Tour of the Terroirs, mainly because white Rioja isn’t really on many people’s radar. 
With its lemony fresh fruit with a hint of green leaf, allied to a very light touch of oak, this 
combines elegance and freshness and really shouldn’t be missed.

Valserrano Rioja Blanco Gran Reserva  2013 6 per case £35.00 £210.00
Bodegas de la Marquesa, Spain

The wine which took the car tour by storm, Gran Reserva Rioja Blanco is so very different to 
the Crianza. Barrel fermented and aged in new oak, spending over two years on its lees, it is 
deep gold in colour with a caramelised nose redolent of creamy hazelnut; saline, rich, broad yet 
racy, it is a wine to set the heart racing – but beware, with just 2,650 bottles made only in top 
vintages, you need to catch it while you can.

ITALY & SPAIN RED

Marqués de Castilla Barrica Merlot / Cabernet,    2015 6 per case £9.90 £59.40
Bodegas Cristo de la Vega, Spain

Bodegas Cristo de la Vega is part of a grouping of like-minded wineries who club together to 
benefit from the economies of scale as well as marketing; not strictly a co-operative, but more 
a useful collaboration; the emphasis here is on making wines which will appeal to a wider 
international audience. With 80% Merlot in the blend and matured in American oak, this is a 
shamelessly juicy, toasty, easy-going, hugely popular wine. What’s not to like? 

Marmora, Cannonau di Sardegna DOC  2016 6 per case  £10.75 £64.50

Another grape which has wandered around the Mediterranean basin, Grenache is perhaps best 
known for its starring role in Châteauneuf du Pape; what many don’t know is that is it one and 
the same as Cannonau, the signature red grape for Sardinia. Wines range from juicy and fresh 
to intensely tannic and long lived, but in Marmora’s iteration is it at the juicy end of the scale, 
redolent of roses with a sprinkling of thyme and garrigue behind.
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Señorío de Bocos Roble, Ribera del Duero, Spain  2016 6 per case  £12.50 £75.00

Visiting Ribera del Duero in the peak of the Sahara plume heatwave, the importance of the 
underground ‘bocos’ became all too clear; above-ground installations require oodles of aircon 
to keep them at the right temperature, whilst these small underground fermentation chambers 
keep their cool naturally. This was the standout red at Señorío de Bocos in terms of value 
for money and bang for your buck. Big juicy blackberry fruit, intense and rich, with soft supple 
tannins and a lick of American oak, it was spectacular with tortillas and croquetas.

Negroamaro, Masseria Altemura  2016 6 per case £13.65 £81.90
IGT Salento Puglia, Italy

A classic Puglian grape, Negroamaro’s name is often misconstrued as meaning ‘black and bitter’ 
whereas it is more likely that the name means black (niger from Latin) and black (mavro from 
Greek) – a black, black grape. Despite the skin colour, its wines are naturally bright with supple 
rather than severe tannins, and Masseria Altemura’s version is one of the best around, all 
rounded red and black fruits with a lovely coating of spice.

Bodegas Pinuaga Nature Bottles 2015 12 per case £13.70 £164.40
IGP Tierra de Castilla, Spain Magnums  6 per case £30.00 £180.00

Esther Pinuaga left her career as a business consultant in Colorado to take up the reins of 
the family property when it became apparent that what she was doing for other companies 
could benefit her own. With no little hard work, lots of energy and quantum amounts of travel, 
Bodegas Pinuaga is now represented in 12 different countries. Made from 100% Tempranillo, her 
Nature is primary and fresh, vibrantly alive, and so eminently drinkable.

Badilante, IGT Toscana Podere 414, Simone Castelli, Italy  2016 6 per case £13.75 £82.50

In two short years, this has become a firm favourite with the team. The malaria-infested 
Maremma marshes were drained in the early Twentieth Century, leaving virgin soil to be broken 
up by itinerant workers called badilanti, hence the name. 100% Sangiovese with oak aging for half 
the wine, this is pure Sangiovese at its best, all bright red cherry fruit and light tannins.

ITALY & SPAIN

14.5%

13.5%

13%

13.5%



TO ORDER T: 01353 721 999  E: orders@privatecellar.co.uk

  £ per bottle £ per case
  inc VAT inc VAT

  ABV %

49

Dolcetto d’Alba, Rocche Costamagna, Italy  2017 6 per case £14.35 £86.10

Piedmont’s reputation may be based on Nebbiolo, however there are several other tasty red 
varieties which shouldn’t be overlooked. One of our favourites is Dolcetto, a small berried 
grape with deliciously perfumed fruit and light acidity, the Ribena of northern Italy. Rocche 
Costamagna’s is a true classic, all bright red cherry fruit with a hint of almond, perfumed and 
fresh with lovely supple tannins.

Valserrano Rioja Crianza  Bottles 2015 12 per case £14.95 £179.40
Bodegas de la Marquesa, Spain Magnums 2014 6 per case £30.00 £180.00

Now with the fourth and fifth generations at the helm, Bodegas de la Marquesa Valserrano 
own 65 hectares of vines in Rioja Alavesa, mostly planted out to red varietals. Their Crianza 
is, essentially, their entry level wine and what an introduction it makes – lovely, brambly black 
fruits, a lick of oak from barrel ageing, toasty and smoky too. It just makes you want to keep 
going and try the rest.

Valpolicella Col de la Bastia, Antonio Fattori, Italy  2016 6 per case £14.95 £89.70

Despite having some 8,000 hectares under vine, Valpolicella remains relatively unknown, thanks 
in no small part to the substandard wines sold in the 1980s, yet it deserves more recognition. 
The new generation of growers are focusing on quality over quantity with spectacular 
results. Antonio Fattori’s Col de la Bastia is a classic example – rich and intense, with bright red 
cherry notes and light tannins behind, super-refreshing and juicy. Give it a go!

Barbera d’Alba, Rocche Costamagna, Italy  2017 6 per case £15.30 £91.80

Another red grape in the Piedmont canon, Barbera is a sort of mini-Nebbiolo, without the same 
tannin load but with lots of bright red and black fruits. Rocche Costamagna’s Barbera d’Alba is 
a joyous wine, succulent and toasty with lovely briary fruit, rich and intense and frankly superb 
value.
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Bodegas Pinuaga Colección Bottles 2014 12 per case £16.95 £203.40
IGP Tierra de Castilla, Spain Magnums  6 per case £38.00 £228.00

Our Tour of the Terroirs focused on northern Spain, but we managed to tempt Esther Pinuaga 
to bring her wines to us, to ring the changes, which was a huge success. All her wines are 100% 
Tempranillo yet totally different from each other; Colección is from a single vineyard with 35 
plus year old vines and spends six to nine months in barrel, resulting in a deliciously rich, deep 
juicy wine, the substantial yet supple tannins masked by the sheer fruit and a lovely spiced finish.

Chianti Classico, Casa Emma  2016 12 per case £17.35 £208.20

On the western side of the Chianti Classico region and with vineyards at over 400 metres 
above sea level, Casa Emma has a long and venerable history. Named after a former owner, it is 
now in the hands of the Bucalossi family who, despite having other properties in Chianti, want 
to maintain the independent identity. Their Classico is tight and herby with lovely jammy red 
berry fruits, spiced and properly Chianti.

Nebbiolo Langhe Roccardo DOC   2017 6 per case £17.40 £104.40
Rocche Costamagna, Italy

Barolo and Barbaresco steal the airtime when it comes to Piedmont, and rightly so, but it pays 
not to overlook their little brother, Nebbiolo, from the Langhe. Rocche Costamagna source 
the majority of their Langhe grapes from La Morra, one of the top Barolo crus, so you really 
are getting a chip off the old block. Lovely black and morello cherry fruit, mouth-wateringly 
succulent, spicy and tarry, this drinks deliciously well from an early age.

Morellino di Scansano Podere 414, Simone Castelli, Italy  2015 6 per case £18.50 £111.00

Simone Castelli’s father is one of Italy’s top oenologists, focused on Tuscany and in particular the 
Maremma and Bolgheri, so there are, on occasions, lively discussions between father and son 
about the way forward for this tiny property, but the net results are the most delicious wines, 
to our minds the best Morellino on the market. Juicy black and red berry fruit with hints of 
black cherry, some smoky spiced notes and a really rich, intense finish.
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Valserrano Rioja Reserva  Bottles 2012 12 per case £20.95 £251.40
Bodegas de la Marquesa, Spain Magnums  6 per case £41.00 £246.00

Spanish wine laws have very strict definitions for the use of the name Reserva, varying from one 
DO to another; in Rioja, the rules stipulate three years ageing with a minimum of one in barrel, 
and at Bodegas de la Marquesa this means two years in a mix of French and American oak. 
Outrageously ripe red and black fruits, smoky and spiced, with a lovely mineral restraint behind, 
this is pleasure in a glass.

Bodegas Pinuaga 200 Cepas  2015 6 per case £22.95 £137.70
IGP Tierra de Castilla, Spain

From a single, three-hectare vineyard of old, un-grafted Tempranillo, this spends over a year in 
oak before being bottled and never fails to wow at tastings. Rich, intense and full of dusky black 
fruits, smoky and wonderfully pure, this is stunning in youth, eminently drinkable, and it matures 
beautifully too over several years – it’s hard to know when it is at its best.

Massuria, Bodegas Mas Asturias Bottles 2014 6 per case £24.85 £149.10
Bierzo, Spain Magnums 2014 6 per case £52.00 £312.00
 Bottles 2009 6 per case £26.00 £156.00

Bierzo lies slap bang in the middle of the Camino Francés, the most frequented of the various 
routes to Santiago de Compostela, yet the wines are only now beginning to be known outside 
the area. The principal grape is Mencía and José Mas, who has worked at many top quality 
vineyards, including J-P Moueix, is dedicated to proving just how good it can be. His 2014 is rich 
and intense with hints of roses, savoury with a fine structure behind and his 2009 sings with 
gorgeous chocolatey fruit, plummy and floral, intense and elegant with a hugely long finish.

Barolo, Rocche Costamagna, Italy  2013 6 per case £26.95 £161.70

Like much of Europe, Piedmont has had an unprecedented run of good to great vintages, 
meaning that Barolo lovers are spoilt for choice; 2013 is more about finesse than power, giving 
incredibly elegant wines. Alessandro Locatelli’s Barolo is beautifully restrained with lovely tarry 
black fruits, lightly floral with deliciously silky tannins, drinking beautifully now.
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Chianti Classico Riserva, Casa Emma  2015 12 per case £29.95 £359.40

Many wineries are paying particular attention to reducing their environmental footprint, 
particularly when it comes to treatments against pests and diseases, looking after their land to 
ensure the best quality of fruit can be grown. Casa Emma are trialling the use of geese in the 
vineyard to keep the snails and slugs, and other creepy crawlies, at bay, and the results are very 
encouraging. Sweet tarry black fruit, sappy and juicy, with a lovely spiced note behind, this is 
delicious now but has years ahead of it too.

Barolo Rocche Annunziata Bottles 2013 6 per case £32.00 £192.00
Rocche Costamagna Italy Magnums  1 per case £78.00 £78.00

Although they are not labelled as such, Barolo nevertheless has a cru system of named vineyards 
which are accepted to produce the best wines; Rocche Annunziata is one of the crus in La 
Morra, and Costamagna have their vines at the top part of the vineyard. Deep red black with a 
lovely tarry nose, redolent of roses and dried fruits, this is rich and complex, truly satisfying.

ITALY & SPAIN

Tour of the Terroirs

What better way to spend a week than driving through the beautiful wine regions of Europe in your 
favourite car, drinking stunning wine, meeting the passionate vine growers and winemakers involved, in the 
relaxed company of like-minded individuals and our Master of Wine, Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler? All you 
need is an ‘interesting car’, a wine-friendly co-driver, moderate map reading skills and a good appetite! 

Started in 2017, the tour opens the door into ‘our world’ for the wine-loving driver. That is, to let them see 
how wine is really made and give them unique access to some of the greatest winemakers on the planet. All 

combined with staying in luxurious surroundings.

Our 2020 Tour of The Terroirs is already fully subscribed. To keep in touch about future tours, please 
sign up by emailing camilla@privatecellar.co.uk or visit www.touroftheterroirs.com.
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The lack of historical precedent is a great bonus for all New World wine 
growers, which means they are free to experiment and innovate as much 
as they like, unrestricted by appellation rules which control everything 
from grape varieties, training and yields through to maturation and 
labelling. In South Africa, the younger generation of winemakers have 
been doing this with a confidence rarely seen elsewhere, taking advantage 
particularly of South Africa’s incredibly ancient soils – they are amongst 
the oldest in the world, untouched by seismic upheaval – matching them 
to an international roster of grape varieties and experimenting with 
different ways of handling their fruit.

Tariro Masayiti from Springfontein is a classic example of this new 
breed of winemaker, with a restless curiosity to make high quality wines 
whilst pushing the grape varieties to see what they can do. Never seen 
a whole-bunch fermented Viognier? He’s given it a go (it was delicious, 
all 300 bottles of it); vine-dried Syrah in the Recioto style? He did it, 
with his Bunches Broken Syrah, of which only a few bottles remain. His 
enthusiasm and passion are tangible in these wines which are far from 
run-of-the-mill yet completely true to both the grape varieties and their 
location, and the wines are very individual, quirky and delicious.

At Aristea, Matt Krone approaches the wines with a different type of 
purism; rather than pushing the boundaries of what could be done, 
he is pushing the quality boundaries as high as he can. Aristea own 
no vineyards but instead Matt uses his extensive local network to 
identify plots and even individual rows of vines which he feels produce 
exceptional fruit which they will buy and harvest themselves. He has 
admitted that his sights are set so high that of all the fruit they buy, no 
more than a third will actually make it into an Aristea bottling, which 
means that the wines are spectacularly precise with a depth not always 
found in the New World.

SOUTH AFRICA
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Glass Collection Unoaked Chardonnay  2018 6 per case £14.50 £87.00
Glenelly Estate, Stellenbosch

On the northern fringe of Stellenbosch, Ida’s Valley is an extraordinary oasis of vines planted 
amongst the creeping suburbs of the town itself, and it is here that May-Eliane de Lencquesaing, 
former owner of Château Pichon Lalande in Pauillac, found soils where she felt she could 
produce wines of a quality to rival those of her homeland. Fresh and racy, with lovely floral 
hints and creamy citrus notes, pure and elegant, untouched by oak.

Terroir Selection Chenin Blanc  2015 6 per case £16.50 £99.00
Springfontein, Walker Bay

Chenin is a versatile beast, producing anything from insubstantial light, floral wines to rich, 
unctuous, concentrated ones – it’s all in the winemaking. The Terroir Selection Chenin spends 
14 months in used barrels giving a wonderful combination of vibrantly fresh fruit and lightly 
grilled notes behind, and is all about racy, waxy stone fruits – apricot, white peach – with a hint 
of marzipan on the wonderfully complex finish.

Daredevils’ Drums Juices Untamed Chardonnay  2016 6 per case £19.80 £118.80
Springfontein, Walker Bay

The Daredevils’ Drums name is used for the Springfontein wines where Tariro is pushing the 
limits for South Africa and here it sees Chardonnay fermented with its own wild yeasts in new 
oak, matured for sixteen months in one year old barrels with lees stirring and sulphur levels 
kept as low as possible. This is a roller-coaster of a wine which changes in your glass, moving 
from tight fresh white fruits to a more complex, dried fruit and marzipan inflected wine – quite 
delicious. Try decanting it for spectacular results.

Reserve Chardonnay, Glenelly Estate, Stellenbosch  2017 6 per case £19.85 £119.10

Elegance and balance are key to the Glenelly wines, and the Reserve Chardonnay certainly 
hits the right buttons. Fermented in a mix of new and one year old 500 litre barrels and with 
ten months on its lees, this is all about lemony freshness allied with creamy richness, pure and 
elegant, more Old World than New.
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Aristea Sauvignon / Semillon, Elgin  2017 6 per case £25.95 £155.70

East of Cape Town and south of Stellenbosch, the region of Elgin was originally home to acres 
of apple orchards before vines took over; here, the cool breezes from the Indian Ocean often 
translate into a chilly, rain bearing wind which gives the wines a wonderfully fresh edge over 
other Cape regions. Although the Sauvignon dominates in percentage terms (75%), it doesn’t 
overshadow, giving a wine which is part juicy and grassy with some lovely plump grapefruit from 
the Semillon. Restrained and fresh, with vibrant white stone fruits and a distant grilled note 
behind, this is perfect on its own and even better with any form of fish.

Aristea Chardonnay, Stellenbosch  2017 6 per case £26.95 £161.70

This latest iteration from Aristea is a more restrained, elegant beast than the first two vintages, 
yet clearly from the same mould. All of the wine is barrel fermented with 30% of the grapes 
allowed to ferment with their own indigenous yeast whilst the remainder was inoculated with 
yeast cultures, yet the barrel scarcely marks the wine; buttery grilled fruits on the nose with a 
lovely lemony zing, this is racy and fresh, really elegant and a perfect foil for food.

SOUTH AFRICA – RED
 
Glass Collection Merlot, Glenelly Estate, Stellenbosch  2015 6 per case £14.50 £87.00

Despite the best efforts of the film Sideways, Merlot remains one of the most planted grapes 
around the world, producing wines with wildly differing styles depending on how it has been 
handled. At Glenelly, yields are kept in check giving superb concentration and finesse; creamy 
red berry fruit, fresh with a lovely minty, herbal note, this is a wine with superb balance.

Terroir Selection Pinotage, Springfontein, Walker Bay  2012 6 per case £16.50 £99.00

The sole native grape of South Africa, Pinotage has produced some pretty hairy wines in 
the past when it hasn’t been handled carefully. In the right hands, like Tariro Masayiti’s at 
Springfontein, it is a wholly different beast, all about spiced, wild black cherry fruit, tarry and rich 
with more than just a hint of dark chocolate, proving exactly what it is capable of. Sublime!
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Daredevils’ Drums Bunches Broken Syrah  2016 6 per case £19.95 £119.70
Springfontein, Walker Bay

As one of Tariro’s experiments with Syrah, he wanted to see how the effect of partially drying 
the fruit would play out; in Europe, this would have been done traditionally by laying the cut 
bunches out on straw under the sun, which Tariro achieved by cracking the stems of the 
bunches, limiting the water available to the berries. The result is very low yields of highly 
focused fruit, bone dry with a deliciously tarry, herby, floral nose and a lovely savoury palate, 
rich with a hint of dark chocolate on the finish. So many contrasts, such an experience.

Limestone Rocks Child in Time Petit Verdot  2015 6 per case £30.20 £181.20
Springfontein, Walker Bay

Overlooking the coast, the hillside of Springfontein hides a surprisingly stark limestone ridge 
and the wines grown in these vineyards are completely different to those on other soils. Petit 
Verdot, originally from Bordeaux, is a grape which needs to ripen fully to show its real potential 
and when it is good, it is fabulous with a wonderfully exotic perfume. The Child in Time is full of 
rich red and black berry fruit, perfumed with notes of roses and musk and not to be missed.

Aristea Cabernet Sauvignon, Stellenbosch Bottles 2017 6 per case £29.95 £179.70
 Magnums  3 per case £60.00 £180.00

Matt Krone’s philosophy is from the school of less-is-more, and nowhere is this more apparent 
than in his handling of his red wines. Early morning picking followed by 18 hours in a cool room 
enhances the vibrant fruit flavours, whilst maturation in a mix of new and used French barrels 
gives depth and concentration to the wine. Big blackcurrant fruit, very primary, with deliciously 
smooth, integrated tannins behind, and a lovely chocolatey end note.

Lady May, Glenelly Estate, Stellenbosch  2012 6 per case £37.75 £226.50

The flagship wine from Glenelly and named after the owner, this is possibly their best vintage to 
date, made from Cabernet Sauvignon with a healthy dose of Petit Verdot, which gives an enticing 
perfumed note. Dense, dark fruits, brooding and rich, with lovely blackcurrant fruit, spiced and 
intense, this will satisfy both lovers of fine Bordeaux as well as wider Cabernet hunters.
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Vine growing in California dates back to the late Eighteenth Century, 
interrupted – but not closed down – by Prohibition nearly a century 
ago, yet still it is considered as a ‘new’ region. A little-known fact is that 
appellation designations or AVAs – American Viticultural Areas – with 
strict criteria to reinforce and uphold quality were introduced in the 
early 1980s, at around the same time as Italy introduced DOCGs.  The 
AVA for Sonoma Coast was approved as long ago as 1987, yet even in 
the early 2000s Joseph Phelps was advised that, with its regular fogs and 
proximity to the sea, the region was too wet and cold for the production 
of quality grapes; happily for us, they didn’t listen to the naysayers and 
planted anyway. The aim was to make wines of Burgundian elegance 
and precision yet with a Californian imprint, something they have done 
admirably with their Chardonnay and Pinot Noir.

Further south and inland, Napa is the undoubted heartland of top quality 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Bordeaux blends and each year more and more 
micro-wineries join the band of innovative growers, some making only 
a few barrels in each harvest which sell out without being marketed. 
Thankfully, Dominus have their Napanook and Othello wines to keep the 
Napa wolf from the door, whilst Phelps have their Napa Cabernet to plug 
the gap whilst Insignia takes its time to come to maturity.

In recent years, Argentina’s wine regions have been through a roller 
coaster ride thanks to their country’s volatile economy; producing one 
of the main export commodities bringing US dollars into the country, 
they have subjected to more and more taxes on their success. Thankfully, 
Bodega Foster has managed to maintain their focus on quality whilst 
keeping their prices as reasonable as ever and during the course of this 
year we will be introducing new wines from Foster – watch this space!

NORTH & SOUTH AMERICA
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Joseph Phelps Freestone Chardonnay, Sonoma Coast  2016 6 per case £44.00 £264.00

With vineyards just eight miles from the sea, Freestone’s vines are kept cooler than most, giving 
an extra degree of freshness and zip. Rich and intense with notes of marzipan and frangipani 
on the nose, the palate is tighter and more linear with delicious citrus notes behind, a truly 
stunning juxtaposition of flamboyance and restraint.

CALIFORNIA – RED

Othello, Dominus Estate, Napa Valley  2015 12 per case £43.00 £516.00

As Dominus have further refined the blend for their grand vin they have increased the amount 
of wine released under their second label, Othello, originally made in very small quantities and 
shipped exclusively to the Far East. A blend of Cabernets Sauvignon and Franc with a dash 
of Petit Verdot, this is designed to be drunk early and is all about juicy black and red fruits, 
perfumed with fine tannins behind, a real blend of Bordeaux class and Napa fruit.

Joseph Phelps Freestone Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast  2016 6 per case £47.00 £282.00

Pinot Noir is a fussy grape, one that needs everything just-so in order to come good, but in 
the right hands it produces wines that are nothing short of miraculous. Freestone’s is pure and 
mineral, with wild red cherry fruit on the palate, succulent and fresh; more than a match for 
many a more expensive Burgundian version.

Napanook, Dominus Estate, Napa Valley  2013 12 per case £60.00 £720.00

Long considered to be the second wine of Dominus, Napanook is in fact a wine in its own right, 
coming from separate plots in the Napanook vineyard. A blend of mostly Cabernet Sauvignon 
with some Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc, the 2013 is a deliciously powerful yet stylish 
vintage, with deep blackcurrant fruit, hints of cedar and spice and an underlying note of dark 
chocolate.
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Joseph Phelps Cabernet Sauvignon Bottles 2014 6 per case £60.00 £360.00
Napa Valley Magnums  3 per case £125.00 £375.00

The Phelps Napa estate covers some 600 acres, only a proportion of which is down to vines, 
and the fruit for their wines now comes entirely from their own vineyards. Punchy, intense 
blackcurrant fruit, sappy and spiced, with substantial soft tannins, this is Napa Cabernet at its 
most effusive.

ARGENTINA – RED 

Ique Malbec, Mendoza Bottles 2014 12 per case £11.25 £135.00
Bodega Enrique Foster Magnums  6 per case £22.50 £135.00

Argentina has made Malbec its own, with its perfect alliance between the warm climate, high 
altitude and old soils, and Ique remains one of the purest examples. Delicious black cherry fruit, 
focused and racy with smoky overtones, this is supple and smooth and can’t be recommended 
highly enough, particularly in magnums.

Malbec, Finca Castro Barros Bottles 2013 6 per case £22.00 £132.00
Luján de Cuyo, Bodega Enrique Foster Magnums  3 per case £44.50 £132.00

The word Reserva was banned from Argentine labels by EU rules because, whilst Rioja 
producers have to follow stringent rules to qualify for the designation, in Argentina anyone 
can use it. This is, however, a classic Reserva, true to the rules, with minimum ageing periods 
in barrel and bottle prior to release. Rich and toasty, intense yet brambly black fruits, with 
substantial ripe tannins behind, this is a superbly complex, supremely elegant wine.
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Having taken a bit of a bashing in the past few decades, mostly deservedly, 
Australian wines and wineries are back in vogue and on a roll, with the 
focus squarely on the vineyard and soils. Although the bulk growers in 
South East Australia are still there, and still have their place, some of the 
most exciting wines are now coming from cooler regions, either in the 
hilly inland areas or around Perth in the south west corner. 

Margaret River was one of the earliest established quality regions 
with a particularly cool climate, and we are thrilled to have been 
introduced to the wines of Lenton Brae by one of our customers who 
studied winemaking alongside owner Edward Tomlinson. By his own 
admission, Edward had no intention of working in the family winery 
but circumstances dictated otherwise and he is making wines of great 
precision and character, representative of both their climate and origin. 
Here, Bordeaux stalwarts Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Sauvignon Blanc 
and Semillon thrive in the cool climate; their 2018 Semillon Sauvignon 
was selected by Matthew Jukes for his Top 100 Wines of Australia so we 
recommend that you snap it up while it’s still in stock.

On 25th September 1819, Reverend Samuel Marsden planted the first 
vines on New Zealand soils and the industry has just celebrated its 
200th anniversary, so it is hard to imagine that in the late 1980s wine 
books published in the UK still considered New Zealand vineyards to 
be experimental at best, with most relegating the country to not much 
more than a footnote; how times have changed! It required huge vision 
to invest in vineyards as commercial ventures, particularly without 
established markets for the wines, yet in 1989 the Tutton family bought 
Waipara West, an old sheep farm close to Canterbury on the South 
Island, for just that purpose. They deliberately chose land further inland 
from the majority of the Waipara vineyards and on the banks of the river 
in order to reduce the risk of frost and now have 25 hectares of vines.

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
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AUSTRALIA – WHITE

Lenton Brae Southside Chardonnay  2017 12 per case £17.95 £215.40
Margaret River

From fruit sourced entirely from their own vines, not a given these days, the Southside 
Chardonnay is allowed to ferment with indigenous yeasts in a mix of old and new barrels and is 
bottled unfiltered; the result is a deliciously bright, vibrant wine, peachy and leafy with a lovely 
buttery note and lemony fresh acidity to balance. Stunning stuff. 

Lenton Brae Semillon / Sauvignon Blanc  2018  12 per case £22.00 £264.00
Margaret River

One of Ed Tomlinson’s personal favourites, which he believes is truly representative of what they 
do at Lenton Brae, this has vibrant Sauvignon notes overlaid with waxy Semillon and, as a very 
small part is fermented in new oak, it has a lovely creamy touch on the finish. Super fresh, super 
vibrant, this is a real breath of fresh air.

AUSTRALIA – RED

Lenton Brae Lady Douglas Cabernet Sauvignon  2017  12 per case £20.85 £250.20
Margaret River

Named after the ship on which the Tomlinson ancestors arrived in Australia in the Nineteenth 
Century the Lady Douglas is succulent, pure, intense Cabernet at its best. Aged in French oak, 
one third new, this has deep, racy blackcurrant fruit, tarry and spiced with a lovely fresh leafy 
note, drinking beautifully now but with the wherewithal to develop over the next few years too.

AUSTRALIA

Please also take a look at our constantly updated

Fine Wine List at www.privatecellar.co.uk
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Waipara West Sauvignon Blanc  2017 12 per case £14.25 £171.00

Tired of somewhat strident, saccharine, commercial Sauvignon Blancs from this part of the 
world? Then this is a breath of fresh air, all elegance and balance, with subtle green stone fruits, 
grassy and bright with lovely vibrant acidity, layered and juicy with a hint of lemon sherbet on 
the end. Quite fittingly, this won a Silver Medal at the International Wine and Spirit Challenge.

Waipara West ‘N Block’ Unoaked Chardonnay  2016  12 per case £14.90 £178.80

In an ideal world, the Waipara West Chardonnays would be allowed time to age, something they 
do gracefully but an honour rarely granted to New World whites, particularly when, like the ‘N 
Block’ Chardonnay, they are not given barrel treatment. This is all about lees ageing in stainless 
steel tanks so everything you taste comes from the berries themselves. Fresh, vibrant, buttery 
white stone fruits, flinty and pure, this is sublime.

NEW ZEALAND – RED

Waipara West Two Terraces Pinot Noir  2015  12 per case £16.85 £202.20

Even in New Zealand, every now and then the depredations of frost can’t be avoided and 2015 
was one of those years. This wine is not therefore estate grown but comes from a heart-
warming collaboration with neighbours who generously donated plots within their vineyards 
for the Waipara West team to work so they were able to field some wine. Bright ruby red, with 
delicious strawberry fruit, leafy and fresh, this is proper Pinot Noir as it should be.

NEW ZEALAND
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Delivery

Delivery is free of charge for 24 bottles or more in mainland England and Wales.
All other deliveries in this area are charged at £15 including VAT.

For deliveries outside mainland England and Wales, please telephone us on 01353 721 999 for a quotation. 
Please note that additional delivery charges may apply to deliveries to Scotland, the Highlands and Islands.

 

Visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for our full terms and conditions
E&OE

Our Fine Wine List

The Private Cellar Fine Wine List is a well-established feature in our overall offering and you can view the 
regularly updated list on-line at www.privatecellar.co.uk or ask us to e-mail it to you every month. This list is 
still requested most often and used as a source by the international trade but the price to them is the same 

to you, reflecting the market/trade price. 

With our combined history in the fine wine arena, working for the top UK merchants, we have had the 
privilege of helping many hundreds of wine lovers to build their collections. As customers’ drinking tastes 
and habits change, they often find themselves with surplus wine or wanting to create a different balance 
of styles and our Fine Wine List provides the ideal vehicle for marketing and selling this stock. In most 

instances, having sold the wines in the first place and knowing the exact whereabouts and the conditions of 
their storage in the intervening years, we can offer a cast-iron guarantee of provenance.

One customer’s idea of Fine Wine is another person’s everyday wine so our list comprises a wide range of 
prices and styles, with the aim of there being something for everyone.

Visit our website at www.privatecellar.co.uk and click on the Fine Wines tab to see our current selection 
of mature vintages from all over the world. This is a great hunting ground for the famous names and most 

sought after vintages.
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